O©RNANE? 


— 


N 


— — 

— — 
— — 
- 


#4, 44.0 
fa + 


AY, 


_— 


- 


- 
” f 1, * 
. 52 7d 4 3 - 4 
MMT 7. * 


„„ 


7 nad ; „ 1 WW d 5 FA 


2 


— 
PR dn WE 


VM, 


DIY 
D 


> 


LM 


. RY | j : : , l 
M an 10 * 
16 N avi! | 0 4 : » , 7 " 

L. SAO 113 0 n x ' , - 3 i 2 9 

Win: « \ a ' aua 


. TA 5 
0 a 7 al * 


O©RNANE? 


— 


N 


— — 

— — 
— — 
- 


#4, 44.0 
fa + 


AY, 


_— 


- 


- 
” f 1, * 
. 52 7d 4 3 - 4 
MMT 7. * 


„„ 


7 nad ; „ 1 WW d 5 FA 


2 


— 
PR dn WE 


VM, 


DIY 
D 


> 


LM 


. RY | j : : , l 
M an 10 * 
16 N avi! | 0 4 : » , 7 " 

L. SAO 113 0 n x ' , - 3 i 2 9 

Win: « \ a ' aua 


. TA 5 
0 a 7 al * 


AMUSING AND INSTRUCTIVE 


TALES FOR YOUTH 


IN 
THIRFYF POEMS 
WITH 
MORAL APPLICATIONS 
1N PROSE. ; 


r 


— — ũ ?2ũ — 
— — — 


BY THE AUTHOR OF 
« Choice Emblems for the Improvement of Youth,”” &ec. 
| is i 


— 


"WH Q&NAMENTED WITH CUTS, NEATLY DESIGNED ANT 
& ENGRAVED ON WOOD, 


LONDON: 
3 PRINTED BY j. CROWDER, 

FOR . X5WBERY, THE CORNER OP ST, PAUL'S 
ap CHURGH=YARD. 


— — 


1800. 


7+ $8 

Fl 

40 
— 


" 


way 


2 


©, 
58s 
8. 
K 
4 
25 
© 
125 


8 

[y A "A 7 

e * N 
KJ is 

. 

* 

9 

Ps”. 


J 
ted t. 
« EI 
inten 
whicl 
warm 
who 
emplc 


for th 


* 
tience 
to a Ii 
ſary. 
ſort o 
to tw 
for Cl 
the {t 


2 
3 


LT following Moral TALES are ſubmit- 


ted to the Public by the Author of © CHOICE 


« EMBLEMS;” to which Work they are indeed 
intended as a Companion, The reception with 
which that Book was favoured, demands the 


# warmeſt return of gratitude from the Writer, 


who conſiders himſelf as never more uſefully” 


employed, than when exerting his ſmall talents 
for the inſtruction of Youth, 


It is not intended here to treſpaſs on the pa- 


W tience of the Reader with a long Preface, which, 
2X toa little Work of this nature appears unneceſ- 
7 ſary. It will be ſufficient to obſerve, that as a 
4 ſort of improvement, theſe Tales are divided in- 
| 2 to two claſſes ; that the firſt are deſigned chiefly 

3 tor Children, while the latter, in which as well 
the ſtyle as the choice of ſubjects, will be found 


A 2 a little 


5 2 
Tv PREFACE, 


a little more elevated, are more immediately ad- 
dreſſed to the riper underſtandings of Youth : 
the former conſiſt, for the moſt part, of fabulous 


ſtories; the latter of ſubjects drawn, either in the 


Tale or in the Moral, from Hiſtory and Expe- 
rience. 


An unaffected ſimplicity, however, it is hoped, 
will be found to pervade the whole, connected at 
the ſame time with ſuch a vein of morality as 


may ſerve imperceptibly to inſtru thoſe whom 


it appears intended only to amuſe, which, as it 
is the avowed deſign, has been the ſerious en- 
deavour of | 


The Public's | 
Obliged humble ſervant, 


J. H. V. 
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POETICAL INTRODUCTION. 


To thoſe who patient can attend 
Inſt ruction's yoice—can learn and mend, 
Curb Paſſion's courſe by Wiſdom's rein 
To ſuch we here devote the ftrain ; 
Prompt to improve and to invite, 
We blend inſtruction with delight. 

Nor wonder if to youth we ſing, 
And here our Sxcond OeeeRiNG bring; 
For leſſons learn'd in early days 
May prove a ſource of laſting praiſe; 
And ſeed thus ſown in tender years, 
Matur'd, a plenteous harveſt bears, 
Virtue the ground, for all beſide 
Is empty vaunt and fruitleſs pride: 
The idle train can never find 
® TryeſatisfaRion for the mind. 
1 Ev'n from the Child, in truant play, 
4 Who from his ſchool would ſeal a day, 
3 To the fond Youth, by paſſion ſway d, 


By Pleaſure's flatt'ring arts betray'd, 
None taſte the joy that cheers the heart, 


: Which goodneſs only can impart, 
XZ Which ſenſe of time well ſpent beſtows, 
= And cheerful in the count*nance glows, 


Viil POETICAL INTRODUCTION. 


Bleft are the few, who, early wile, 
Learnall exceflcs to deſpiſe, 
Who live beloving and belov'd, 
By. Virtue's choiceſt rules approv'd ; 
For them the flow'rs of ſpring ſhall bloom, 
And gentle zephyrs breathe perfume, - 
The Heav*ns ſhall ſhed propitious rays, , 
And Happineſs crown all their days. 
Nor let the grave too fimple deem 
The moral ſtrain, nor light eſteem 
What here we ſing in homely verſe, 
Or in familiar proſe rehearſe ; 
For ſuch in golden days of yore 
In ficaple guiſe juſt morals bore : 
This is our well. intended aim, 
Nor could we wiſh a worthier fame, 
Than childhood thus or youth to lead 
Where Wiſdom offers her beſt meed, 
And with example's force engage, 
And form to worth a riſing age: 
To virtue if theſe Tales perſuade, 
Our pleaſing toil is well repaid, 
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THE EARTH WORM, 


* 
n 
GIS 7 


N ſummer's prime, when bloom'd the 
roſe, 
With many a flow'r that beauteous grows; 


* Induſ- 
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Induſtriouſly he ſeem'd employ'd, 
But ſtill as if he life enjoy'd, 
Alittle Earth-worm crawling nigh, 

. Obſerv'd, and heav'd a ſecret ſign, 
For much he wiſh'd like him to fly, 
The ſweets of morning dews to taſte, 
Or reſt at eve on flow'rets plac'd. 

Need it be ſaid he ſigh'd in vain ! 
Impoſſible his wiſh to gain. 
Yet, much the proudeſt of his kind, 
At Nature's law he thus repin'd : 


& With duſt am I for ever mix'd ; 


&« merit to be plac'd much higher: 
That painted butterfly, I ſee 

& So gay, was once a worm like me: 
 & Then is it not as juſt that 7 

6 Should ſoon become a butterfly ? 


Here to vile earth my lot is fix'd, 


c Tho' while in thought I can aſpire, - 


* TALES FOR YOUTH. 11 
| e But when? alas II waſte each hour; 
J & Time paſt we know beyond our pow'r. 
4 c Mine's a ſhort life — So now I'll * 
% To dimb—1 preſently may fy.” 
F He laid, and eager held his way, 
Where bloom'd a roſe-tree freſh and gay: 
Then by degrees began to climb — 
Vou' Il think it was a work of time: 
But full reſolv'd, he ſtill proceeds ;— 
To reach the top much labour needs, 
3 | or even, with ſuch feeble powers 
To reach the footſtalk of a flower. 
1 our tale were tedious, ſhould we tell 
F Los oft from leaf to leaf he fell; 
i Tor, always us'd to live ſo low, 
Tach ruffling breeze became his foe, 
Fo N by rifing, bolder grown, 
Our hero gains a roſe full blown; 
But now the vivid fragrant bloom 


But at ſtifles him with rich perfume; 


And 


— 74 


"I 223 
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No farther tempt a fate too nigh, 
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And herea gilded Bee he meets, Ar 
Collecting honey from its [weets, 2 He 
Who ſeems a warrior bold in arms, 3 Hi 
And fills his heart with dread alarms; 4 An 
Not form'd (beſides half dead with fear) He 
To draw the purer upper air; Bu 


Without one friendly hiding place, 
(Indeed in very woeful caſe) 
In vain he caſts a look beneath 
Deſcending threatens toil and death. 4 
The Bee perceiv'd—“ Vain worm!“ 1 
he cried, = 
& Long have I mark'd thy riſing pride; 
6 Theſe flow'rs can give no joy to bee, 
This upper realm was made for me : 


«© Nor, form'd to crawl, e'er hope to fly.” p 
Scarce had he ſpoke, when roſe a 1 
blaſt, | + 
Which from his ſeat the ſtranger call; MF 
And 


ar) 
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And as he fell, by many a thorn 
He found his tender body torn; 


His wonted haunts he ſought in vain, 


And dragg'd along his wounded train, 
He cannot crawl who ſought to riſe, 


But far from home in anguitſh dies. 


P _ 
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APPLICATION, 


Ambition, in the higher ranks of life, 
has been the cauſe of many evils, which 
ſuch of our young readers will find, as 
have the inclination to examine hiſtory, 

If ſuch be the cale then, with perſons 
in high ſtations, it cannot be expedted 


that any good ſhould follow from it 


among the lower claſſes of people, who will 


ever find themſelves the happier, when  « 
they do not ſeek for any thing more than * 


what they have reaſon to hope for from. 
their ſituation. Vain wiſhes muk always 
give pain to ourſelves, beſides being moſt 
commonly troubleſome to thole about us. 
The Earth-worm can live and enjoy life 
in his proper ſphere, he can dive into the 

ground 
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4 
Lops for eaſe or ſhelter; but he never 


vas deſigned to mount on high. 

| Children and young folks, in particu— 
lar, ſhould be careful not to preſume too 

I 1 for that is the ready way to be 

life, | Z hated and deſpiſed. It is, indeed, proper 
[ | that they ſhould try to excel, and exert 
all their powers to acquire knowledge; 
Y. j and if they do ſo, they will learn to be 
_ humble, and to behave ſo as to be 

beloved. 

F They ſhould never envy thoſe who are 
| their ſuperiors or their elders becauſe 
3 they appear above them. Every child 
þ knows that eſteem and reſpect will in- 
1 | creaſe with their years; and ill does it 
become the poor to be always pining for 
that v hich is above their reach, and wiſh- 
us, ; ing for what would be only likely to 
life IF make them prouder, and in mature years 
F B 2 add 
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add to cares which yet they know not, 
without giving them any increaſe of plea- 
lure, or adding to their happineſs, 

One thing is plain to the youngeſt and 
leaſt experienced, namely, that thoſe who 
do not climb, can never fall; and ſuch as 
wiſh for little will meet with few diſap- 
pointments. | 
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The frſt, a buſy bird of old, 
Of ſhallow brain, in boaſting bold, 


The Swallow's friendſhip much deſir'd, 


With her in winter-time retir'd; 
And both ſeem'd friendly ſtill to men, 


When ſpring and ſummer came again. 


The Cuckoo, who repeats her name, 
As if the ſureſt way to fame, 
Continual babbler, idle gueſt, 
It ſeems, could never build a neſt : 
She therefore to her friend apply'd, 
Who ne'er her friendly aid deny'd : 
Her wants ſhe told ; it was agreed 
The Swallow ſhould ſupply her need. 


care 
The Swallow all things would prepare; 
The Cuckoo, tho' inſtrutted, try'd 
Her native ignorance to hide— 
te All this I knew,” ſhe pertly cries; 
“Then why d'ye wh: her friend replies. 
Stil 
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1 And thus the work unfiniſh d lay. 


ſuppoſed to be birds of paſſage, that is, 


| mer, but on the approach of the winter 
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. Itill they proceed, and ſtill by rote 


The Cuckoo chaunts the ſelf ſame note: 


* This preſently,” ſays ſhe, “ will do, 


% As I know well—Cuctos Cuckoo !” 
The Swallow, out of patience quite, 

| Reſolves to you the work outright : 

“Since you, ſhe angry cries, © proclaim 


| * Your knowledge thus, and empty name; 
If you yourſelf could build before, 
Do it; and trouble me no more.” 


Th' offended Swallow flew away, 


The Cuckoo now (a bird undleſt) 
Her eggs lays in another's neſt, 


The Cuckoo and the Swallow are both 
ſuch as ſtay in our country during ſum- 


ſeaſon travel into warmer climates. The 
fable is founded on an old tradition, op 
itory 
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ſtory frequently told, in ſome diſtant 
countries. That the Cuckoo lays her eggs 
in the neſts of other birds, is a truth; 
and, what is yet worſe, ſhe is frequently 
baſe enough to ſuck and —— thoſe of 
the injured owner. 


APPLICATION. 


The moral of this fable is obvious: — 
Thoſe who are unlearned or ignorant in 
any thing which ät is proper for them to 
become acquainted with, ſhould never be 
either aſhamed or impatient of being 
taught. For to pretend or ſuppoſe we 
know everything, is the ſureſt ſign that 
we know nothing. 

This furniſhes a proper le ſſon to the 


young, who cannot reaſonably expett that 
their elders will take the pains of inſtru. 
ing them, if they are ſelf conceited, and 
ready 
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ready to declare themſelves as wiſe as 
their teachers; ſuch behaviour will al- 
ways offend others, and turn to their own 
diſad vantage: —on the contrary, by tub- 
miſſion and modeſt attention, they will ſe- 
cure eſteem and acquire knowledge. 


TALE 
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THE CONCEITED MAGPYE. 


A MAGPYE, of her cage grown tir'd, 
Had long her liberty defir'd ; 
Ill fed, as the was cloſe confin'd, 


A clear eſcape ſhe well deſign'd ; 
The 
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The door left open on a day, 
Mag took French leave, and hopp'd 
away. 
With joy ſhe ſought a neighb'ring 
wood, | 
Where various tuneful birds ſhe view'd ; 
| But ſtriving here to join the train, 
She found her utmoſt efforts vain; 
The little ſongſters, fill'd with dread, 
Soon as they ſaw the ſtranger, fled; 


— 


The larger ſort, as on ſhe went, 
Approach'd, but with no good intent; 
Upon the truant bird they fall, 
Reſolv'd to chace her, one and all; 
From tree to tree the wand'rer roves, 
And with 5 Poor Mag!“ ſhe fills the 
groves; 

ir'd, Tin forc'd to quit the friendly ſhade, 
And by her babbling throat betray'd, 
Surpris'd by thoſe ſhe fled in vain, 
They bear her to her cage again, 

he More 
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More cloſe confin'd, how hard her lot! 


Yet thoſe who knew her pity not : 


Taught now her folly to deſpiſe, 


Pining ſhe lives; neglected dies. 


APPLICATION. 


The Magpye is a bird well known; anc 
not being accounted very wile, thoug 


The has the trick of ſtealing, and poſleſies 


much of what 1s called low cunning, has 


been properly choſen for the ſubjett o 
this Tale. | 

Our young readers will find the Mora! 
to imply, that thoughtleſs and imprudent 
indeed mult be thoſe children or youth, 
who can, for a moment, entertain an 1dea 
of deſerting, or removing themſelves for 
ever ſo ſhort a time, out of the care © 


their parents, relations, or guardians ; in 
which caſe, they can look with no de 
gree 
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zree of probability for a reception from 
any, but ſuch as deſign their harm. In- 
deed we may be afſured, that they will 
either heedleſsly run upon their own de- 
ſtruction, or, to avoid danger, return 
with ſhame and ſorrow to thoſe with whom 
they might have remained with honour 
and ſafety.— Voung people ought to con- 
ſider, that even where there appears to be 
ſomething of ſeverity uſed towards them 
by their parents or guardians, it may be 
for their good. At any rate, it is more 
prudent, and will be found much more 
convenient, to bear a little hardſhip from 
their friends, than to lie at the mercy of 

ſtrangers. | 
As to thoſe who leave their homes 
merely to indulge, for a while, a deſire of 
roving, there cannot be found any kind of 
excule for ſuch fooliſh and wicked con- 
duct; and there is ſcarcely a doubt, that 
* 11 


v5 TALES FOR YOUTH. 
if it be followed it muſt end in deſtruc— 


tion. 
Thoſe again, who, being well treated, 


are filly enough to ſeek for ſomething: 


more, ſhould beware of the fate of a man 


who died by the unneceflary uſe of | 


quack medicines; and on whoſe tomb- 
ſtone the following lines were very pro- 
perly.engraven : A 


& J was wel; 
« ] would be better ; 
«© And EERE I lie.“ 


After what has been ſaid, this epitaph 
needs no explanation. 


a 
4% 


Tis by the friend's, the parent's ſide, 
That in moſt ſafety youth abide : 
© But while unwilling to obey, 


& Danger they meet whene'er they ſtray. 
Till 
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Till years and education ſhow 
© How they the dang'rous Pen may 


know; 


“ Teaching what beſt is to be done, 
«© What they ſhould ſeek, and what ſhould 


ſhun ; 


27 


&© And how to find thoſe ways <a eaſe, 


6 That lead to pleaſure and to peace.” 


GC 
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THE MOTH AND THE WATER-FLY, | Fror 


A MOTH that play'd in ev'ning's | he 

n, The! 

At ſetting ſun flew o'er a ſtream; The 
Where with a fix d regard ſhe ey'd 

A Water-fly that ſkimm'd the tide. 
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& Born but to periſh ! Fooliſh thing, 

& To thee what thought can comfort 
„ bring? 

& Yon ſun,” ſaid ſhe, 6 That view'd thee 

. pay; 

* Oft ſees at eve thy life A 

% How canſt thou then ſo briſkly fly, 

% Nor dream of dangers always nigh ? 

& I firſt from Phebus life receive, 

% And happy in his rays can live.“ 

She ceas'd: the ſun had veil'd his light, 

And length'ning ſhades proclaim'd the 
night, 

From fields, and ſtreams, and verdant 
groves, 

From haunts which in the day ſhe loves, 

Jo lofty dwellings ſhe retires, 

Where ſhine briſk lights and cheerful fires. 

There, while the plenteous board is grac'd, 

T he candles are in order plac'd: 


C 3 O'er 


15 {is 
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O'er theſe the Moth, in wanton play, 
Flutters, rejoicing in the ray; 
Still round and round in circles thes, 
While ſpirit yet new ſtrength ſupplies; 
Forgets-her admonition grave, 
Nor heeds the counſel that ſhe gave ; 
Nearer and nearer ſtill ſhe moves, 
And periſhes by what ſhe loves. 

Thus both the fly and moth expire, 
By water one, and one by fire. 


wy 


APPLICATION. 


T here are certain ſpecies of flies which 
continually ſkim over the ſurface of the 
waters, where ſome of them alſo depoſit 
their eggs ;—thele generally finiſh their 
ſhort lives there, becoming the prey either 
of fiſh or birds, for whoſe food they ſeem 
to have been intended, The Moth, an the 
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contrary, takes pleaſure in the light, and 
is ſeldom in danger of deſtruction from 
water. 

Such being the difference in the nature 
of theſe inſects, the one is not liable to be 
tempted by what proves fatal to the other; 
It is on this diſtinction that the Tale is 
founded. 1 | 

As to the moral; it is to be obſerved, 
that a diſpoſition to pleaſure is too apt to 
prevail with many who are not aware of its 
evil tendency. Pleaſure they purſue with 
eagerneſs, and with as little regard to pru- 
dence as to propriety ; their want of fore- 
ſight expoſing them to the ſnares which 
may be laid by deſigning perfons, who are 
acquainted with their foibles, and who are 
deſirous of reaping adyantage from their 
folly. | 

At the ſame time it is to be qbſerzed, 

that 
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that thoſe who are moſt blameable in theſe 
particulars, are frequently ſharp-ſighted 
enough in their obſervations on the impru- 
dence of others. — They can fee, as in a 
magnifying glaſs, their neighbour's faults, 
but generally overlook their own. 

There is little to be obſerved as to the 
amendment of ſuch folks. When young 


{ " 


people ſhew ſuch a diſpoſition, it is a hard 
matter indeed to bring them to a due ſenſe 
of their error. The habit grows with their 
growth, till at length they begin to think 
themſelves above correction or improve— 
ment. | 

This, however, 1s the height of folly; 
fince it is certain, that none can put to a 
better uſe the obſervations they may 
make on the fooliſh or wicked ways of 
others, than to avoid running into the 
like, or ſuch as may be equally blame- 
able.—If they behave thus, they will 
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hearken to the voice of inſtruftion, and 
not, like the filly moth, flutter round 
that which tempts byt to deſtroy them, 


: 1 
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TY 


THE PERFIDIOUS DUCE 
'STORK. 


A DUCK long kept for a decoy, 
Did in deceit her time employ ; 


From various parts of her own kind, 


ND THE 


Numbers ſhe brought for death deſign'd. 


For this well-fed and much careſs'd, 


She feem'd of happineſs poſſeſs'd: 


And 


HE 
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And oft ſhe vaunted of her art, 
That ſuch advantage could impart. 
A Stork, a pious, friendly bird, 
The boaſter, diſapproving, heard. 
6 Trait'reſs,” ſhe ſaid, * tis thine to prove 
«© The breach of valued ſocial love.“ 
e love mylelf,” the Duck then cries, 
„And ſhould I not be counted wile ? 
«© "Tis thus in plenty that I hive; 
© What more can love or friendſhip give?” 
< Itgtves me peace,” the Stork reply'd, 
More worth than all the world beſide ; 
© But fear'ſt not thou a day will come 
© To mark thee for a fatal doom, 
«© Tf e'er theſe boaſted arts ſhould fail, 


Or accident o'er {kill prevail? 


When that arrives, expect to fall 


& Unpity'd, as deſpis d by all.“ 
But words like theſe no heed could 
claim, 5 
The trait'reſs {lies in ſearch of game; 
And 
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And many, by her artful wiles, time 

To her old haunts with caſe beguiles: The 
When aptly lodg'd in the decoy, ſurp 
Their numbers ſhe ſurveys with joy. | nets 

The foe appears; aloft they fly, A d 

And find entangling nets on high, tem} 

But theſe not ſpread with wonted care, and 

Are loos'd ; the birds reſtor'd to air. who 

As thus the ſnare the ſtrangers ſhun, ' ry, | 

The angry fowler loads his gun. rend 

He ſhoots ; but ill his aim ſucceeds; ther 

For tis his own Decoy-duck bleeds. of th 

In agonies ſhe yields her breath, eſcaj 

And thinks upon the Stork in death. lor t 

# = dere 
1 APPLICATION. PT 
9 = | a bir 
bl In many places ducks are taken by delig 
i what is called a decoy, ſomewhat in the cies; 
"ſt following manner: — One of their kind, wil. 


| | bred for the purpole, flies abroad, and, at T} 


times 
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times, brings back with her other ducks, 
Theſe, becoming familiar by degrees, are 
ſurpriſed, at a proper ſeaſon, by means of 


nets ſtretched between trees over a pond, 


A dog being ſent into the water, they at- 
tempt to fly from him, but are entangled 
and taken along with their falſe friend, 
who neither fears nor receives any inju- 
ry, but is carefully kept in order again to 
render the ſame ſervice. It, however, 


the net break, or give way, then the whole 


of the covey have, of courſe, the means of 
eſcaping from the ſnare that was deſigned 
lor them, unleſs prevented by the mur- 
derer's gun. | 

The ſtork alſo mentioned in the fable is 
a bird of the crane kind, very ſocial, and 
delighting in the company of its own ſpe- 
cles; it is reported, that the young ſtork 
will carry its aged parent on its back. 

There can be nothing more hateful in 


1 the 


— 
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che fight of God or man than treachery, 
which, ſooner or later, 1s ſure to meet 
with the puniſhment it deſerves ; and cer- 
tainly no ſeverity can be too great for 
thoſe who betray their friends : 


& Nor can there be a law more juſt for all, 
„ Than when by their own arts the trai- 
& tors fall.“ 


TI ALE 
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THE ENVIOUS DOG AND THE 
ERMINE. 


IN Tartary's bleak frozen land, 
Where hardy Ruſſians hold command, 
The Ermine its foft beauty ſhows, 
As white and pure as Alpine ſnows. 

D 2 


IL. 
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A Dog of no fine form poſſeſt, 

Nor in external beauty dreſt, 

T bis beaſt, admiring, thus addreſs d: 
O happy thou, of all the race 

& That wide Siberia's deſerts trace; 

e »TJis thine the foremoſt rank to claim, 
& And give a barren country fame ; 


& Thy beauteous ſkin, to all 'tis known, 
93 


Can grace the monarch on his throne:? 

The Ermine wiſely thus reply'd : 
& All this will never raiſe my pride. 
& What tho' my ſkin as ſnow 1s white, 
& Ought this to give my heart delight? 
& No! better were I form'd like thee ! 
& And from ſuch dangerous beauty free! 
& True, I may grace the robes of kings, 
But hence my ſure deſtruttion ſprings. 
When for my ſkin I yield my breath, 
„My beauty | deplore in de: th.” 
Thus did the beaſt his fate foretell, 
And the next day a vidlim fell, 

The 


The 
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The dogs of Siberia, which is a pro- 
vince of Tartary, though under the do- 


minion of the Rullians, are among the 


leaſt comely of the ſpecies. But the Er- 
mine is an animal remarkable for the 
glolly whiteneſs and general beauty of 
its {kin ; and on this account forms a very 
conſiderable portion of the traflic, and 
conſequent wealth, of that barren coun- 
try, to which criminals are ufually ba- 


niſhed by way of puniſhment. 

But this external beauty poſleffed by 4 
the Ermine (as obſerved in the Tale) yt | 
proves its deſtruction. It is hunted and 
killed by thoſe who trade in furs, 


APPEICATION. 

The application of this Tale is eafy.— 
We arenot, thank God! all poſfefſfed of 
what to our weak minds, may ſeem de- 
Hrable. 


Jhere are many fituatians and 
D 3 dircum- 
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man, nor multitudes of men, can never 
take away. They will, however, make us 
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circumſtances of life which young people 
are apt to envy others the poſſeſſign of, 
which, ſhould they fall to their own lot, 
would be their greateſt evil, and proba- 
bly work their ruin. | 

In ſhort, if we conſider (which is real- 
ly the caſe) that thoſe things alone are 
good for us, which none, though they may 
envy, can deprive us of, we ſhould be 
inclined to wiſh for little more than wiſ— 
dom and virtue, from the enjoyment of 
which no harm can reſult, and which 


reſpected in this world, and conduct us 
on the road to future and everlaſting 


bliſs. 


 Pranc'd o'er the plains, and neigh'd aloud, 
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THE HORSE 


VII. 
AND THE MULE. 


THE pamper'd ſteed, of ſwiftneſs 
proud, 


A Mule he met of ſober pace, 
And ſtraight defy'd her to the race. 
Long ſhe declin'd to try the courſe; 
Ao ſhould fe match in ſpeed the horſe ? 

At 
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At length, while pawing fide by fide, 

A precipice the mule eſpy'd, 

And in her turn the horle defy'd. 

Near to its foot there ſtood a tree, 

Which both agrecd the goal ſhould be. 
Haſty ruſh'd on the bounding ſteed, 

And flowly ſecs the Mule procecd ; 

He ſecs, and ſcorus; but as they bend, 

From the rough mountain to deſcend, 

He finds his boaſted {wiftnels vain, 

For footing here he can't maintain. 

J he Ready Mulc the toil abides, 

And ſkilful down the hill ſhe ſlides, 


Reaching the goal, well pleas'd to find 


The vaulting horte creep flow behind; 
Who, tumbling from the mountain} 
brow, 


Came batter'd to the vale below ; 
Too late convinc'd, by what had paſs'd, 
That flow and ſure goes far at Jaſt,” 
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The Horſe is juſtly diſtinguiſhed 


among animals, not only for his ſtrength, 
but allo for his ſwiftneſs on plain ground, 
or where there is an eaſy and gradual 


riſing or declivity. 
The Mule, on the other hand, though 


naturally flow in pace, and by ſome 
deemed obſtinate, is ſteady and equal in 
her motion, and will carry, at a moderate 


rate, but with great ſafety, ſuch perſons 
as are acquainted with the proper ma- 
nagement of that animal. 

This beaſt is much uſed in Spain, and 
is particularly ſerviceable in deſcending 
from ſeep hills or mountains, which it 
commonly effects in the manner above 
deſcribed, bending its legs and fliding 
down with great caution and ſafety. An 
Engliſh traveller tells us, that when he 
bad occaſion to uſe a Mule, he always 
oblerved that the beaſt, in caſes of diffi- 

culty, 
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46 
culty, invariably made choice of the bel 
path ; and farther remarks, that he neve 
attempted to force her out of her wayf 
but he found reaſon afterwards to repent 
it: and he always conſidered the want 
of {wiltnels as amply compenſated by the 
peculiar ſteadineſs and ſure footing o 
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APPLICATION. 


It is thus that care and patience wil 
ſucceed, where raſhneſs and too mucl 
eagerneſs will loſe the prize. It 1s not 
merely the poſſeſſion of genius and talent 
that will carry young folks happi! 
through life; if their courle be level and 
plain, there is little or nothing to hindel 
them in their buſineſs or their Izarning 


But to proceed ſteadily, and perſever 
through all difficulties and croſs acc 
dents, and, in ſpite of theſe, to act wit 

prudenc 
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rudence and caution ; this alone can en- 
:tle them to claim the reward due to in- 
HNuſtry and application; for the want of 
ep chich, we often ſee the brighteſt youths 
ail of ſucceſs, while thoſe of much 
neaner capacities, by this iingle qualiſj- 
ation, ſhall acquire preferment and 
raiſe, | 
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culty, invariably made choice of the bel 
path ; and farther remarks, that he neve 
attempted to force her out of her way 
but he found reaſon afterwards to repent 
it: and he always conſidered the wan 
of ſwiftnels as amply compenlated by the 
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this animal. 
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APPLICATION. 


It is thus that care and patience wil 
ſucceed, where raſhneiſs and too muc 
eagerneſs will loſe the prize. It 1s no 
merely the poſſeſſion of genius and talent 
that will carry young folks happll 
through life; if their courle be level an 
plain, there 1s little or nothing to hinde 
them in their buſineſs or their learning 
But to proceed ſteadily, and perſever 
through all difficulties and croſs ace 
dents, and, in ſpite of theſe, to act wil 

prudenc 
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THE ANT AND N V. Asp. 


AN Ant, ere ſummer days were o'er 
Wiſely providing future ſtore, 
As home the precious load ſhe took, 


A Walp obſerv'd with ſcornful look. 
66 Poo 
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„Alas! what toil thy life ſupplies! 


% When without labour 'tis enjoy'd.“ 
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© Poor vulgar wretch,” the latter cries, 


But ſtill ! pity thee in vain; 

„ Wilt thou from labour ne'er refrain?“ 
© How ſhould I elle ſubſiſt?“ aſk d ſhe. 
T'was pertly anſwer'd, © Live like me; 
feed on honey every hour, 

6& Yet never ſip it from the flow'r ; 

% No; from the bees I take at will; 

“ Come how it may, tis honey ſtill. 
And ſure my time is beſt employ'd, 


Juſt then a ſwarm of waſps he fees, 
Haſt'ning to rob a hive of bees; 
Without delay he joins the throng, 

nat paſs with ill intent along. 

A war enſues : his friends are beat, 

And ſeek their ſafety in retreat. 

The Ant her well-earn'd ſtock ſecures, 

Which through long wintry days en- 
dures; ” 


E No 
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No theft her ample ſtore ſupplies, 
Honeſt ſhe lives, and peaceful dies. 


The waſp is an inſe@ univerſally hated, 
ſtinging when not provoked, and poſleſ- 
ſing ſuch an angry, pettiſh diſpoſition, 
that when people are fretful and ſpiteful, 
we are accuſtomed to lay that they are 


waſpiſh. 


] heſe deſpicable inſects neither make 


honey, nor uſe any. other means of ſub— 


ſiſtence than plunder; and thus in lazi— 
neſs they paſs their lives, continually re- 
ſorting for food to the hives of the in— 
duſtrious bees; though, in this ſpecies of 
robbery, they are frequently known to be 
conquered, and driven back with the fa- 
crikce of many thouſands of lives. 

The Ant, on the contrary, is as re. 
markable for ber induſtry, as the Waſp 
for its indolence, and is continually em- 


ployed 
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ployed during the ſummer in laying up 
ſtore to provide for her wants in the win- 
ter, when no food can be procured.— 
e Go to the Aut, thou fiuggard, conſider her 
&« ways, and be wiſe,” laid King Solomon. 


So that we find this little inſeQ was 


thought worthy of the notice and appro- 
bation of the wiſeſt prince that ever 
reigned. 


APPLICATION. 


The contraſt between theſe two inſetts 
15 not more remarkable, than the moral 
of the tale is plain : The idle and diſho- 
neſt, though they may fora time ſucceed, 
are faſt advancing 6n the road to ſhame 
and puniſhment here and hereafter ; while 
thoſe who endeavour to earn their liveli- 
hood by honeſt induſtry, avoiding equal- 
ly the extremes of covetouſneſs and ex- 


travagance, will run into no danger; but 
2 while 
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while they reap the fruits of their integri- 
ty in a happy and peaceful life, will en- 
ſure what is of much greater conſequence, 
the approbation and * of the SU» 
PREME BEING, 
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THE BOASTING TROQUT,. 


A TROUT that long had grac'd the 
ſtream, | 
And ſported in the ſolar beam, 
Would boaſt (tho? anglers others took) 
Ne {corn'd the bait, nor fear'd the hook. 
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% Theſe I eſcape,” he proudly cries, 


“ By age and by experience wiſe. 

& Such ſchemes while I with caution ſhun, 

«I ne'er by fraud can be undone.” 

le ſaid: — Bebind a veil of clouds 

The ſun his noon day ſplendor ſhrouds, 

When gently one approach'd the ſhore, 

Nor rod, nor line, nor hook he bore, 

But on the bank he ſeem'd to ſtray, 

Merely to ſee the hſhes play. 

The trout o'er rippling water rides, 

And boldly near the ſtranger glides, 

The man, intent, his art applies, 

By wily means to win his prize, 

Which, without bait, he eaſy gains, 

tickles, and takes him for his pains, 

Thus he, who could the hook avoid, 
Was by falle confidence deſtroy'd. 


The angler commonly catches fiſh by 


means of a hook, on which he places (as 
a bait) 


a ba 
the 
The 
tick! 
con 
With 


It 
guar 
whicl 
the 
prime 
harm 
accor 

Ft: 
dang 
ing: 
nume 
aly r 
them 


lun, 


TALES FOR YOUTH. 385 
& bait) a fly or a worm, or whatever elſe 


the fiſh are ſuppoſed to be molt. fond of. 


The Trout, however, is often caught by 
tickling only: an apt emblem of the fatal 
conſequences of indulgence in pleaſure 
without caution or moderation, 


APPLICATION. 


It requires great care and prudence to 
guard againſt flattery, to the attacks of 
which we are generally moſt expoſed in 
the period between childhood and the 
prime of youth. Thoſe who deſign our 
harm, aware of this, ſpread their ſnares 
accordingly. 

Flattery (as it plainly appears) 1s moſt 
dangerous, inaſmuch as it is molt pleaſ- 
ing: and the modes of flattering are ſo 
numerous and ſo different, that it is no 


caly matter for young people to withſtand 


them all, The beſt advice, however, that 
we 
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we can beſtow 1s, not to truſt too much 
to fair words or promiſes from thoſe 
whom they do not very well know, eſpe- 
cially when theſe tend to encourage or 
cheriſh their moſt favourite paſſions or 
deſires. And particularly to ſuſpett evil 
intentions in ſuch as would make them 
diſſatisfied with their parents, relations, 
or long-tried friends, or diſcontent- 
ed with their home: for by flattering 
youth in their foibles, as the Trout was 
flattered in his vanity, they deceive and 
betray them to deſtruftion, 
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THE SERPENT AND THE EAGLE. 


A SERPENT in his glitt'ring pride, 
\ harmleſs ſparrow's neſt eſpy'd; | 


o miſchief prone, with lavage joy 


N 
He ſought the neſtlings to deſtroy, 
L E He 
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He mark'd the place, then choſe an hour, 
In ſecret ſilence to devour, 
Juſt while the parent was away, 
Whole cries might rob him of his prey. 
This to effect requir'd ſome art, 
But cunning was the ſpoiler's part; 
Cunning with cruelty combin'd, 
I he trait of all the ſerpent kind. 
The tree he climbs where reſt the 
brood, | 
And makes fix little ones his food. 
Deſcending, with the banquet cloy'd, 
The recent murders he enjoy'd. 
But lo! there darted from above 


F An Eagle (call'd the bird of Jove), 


Who ſaw the ſerpent lie beneath, 
And mark'd him out for inſtant death, 
With ſuch a promis'd feaſt well pleas'd, 
The deſtin'd prey at once he ſeiz'd, 
Who, trembling, ſtruggling, all in vain, 
Fail'd not moſt loudly to complain, 
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The Eagle's breaſt with anger burn d, 
And ſtraight this anſwer he return'd : 
Have I not ſeen from yonder ſky, 
„What lawleſs deeds thy wants ſupply ? 
& Haſt thou not us'd thy ſkill and power, 
% The ſparrow's offspring to devour ? 
If theſe you claim as proper food, 
“So are to me the Serpent brood. 
« "Chen know thy plaints are all too late, 
Nor hope to fly from certain fate.” 


He ſaid, —His talons he apply'd ; 


The Serpent unlamented died. 


The ſubtilty of the Serpent 1s well 
known. In many countries theſe animals 
grow to an amazing ſize, and commonly 
make ſmall birds their prey. On the 
other hand, they are themſelves the prey 
of the Eagles, with whom, however, they 
often maintain a powerful ſtruggle, 


# 
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APPLICATION. 


In this tale we are furniſhed with a 


ſtriking picture of the inevitable puniſh- 


ment of fraud and cruelty. For thoſe 
who ſeek to prey on unſuſpecting and 
unguarded innocence, will, either by 
human laws or by divine and unſeen-1n- 


terpoſition, moſt certainly be overtaken 


by ajuſt and ſevere retribution. 

* Youth will, by this tie, be taught how 
wicked, and at the ſame time how fooliſh 
it 1s to indulge a diſpolition to deceit or 
oppreſſion, the ſlighteſt ſymptoms of 


which ſhould be inſtantly counteraed;f 


for it is a melancholy truth, that no hu- 
man paſſion makes ſuch rapid progrel> in 
the youthful mind, if not rcfifted in the 
beginning. 

Parents and guardians of children will 
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do well to let this moral make its proper 
impreſſion on them: ſince there is no 
evil ſo eaſily imbib'd, nor any more fa- 
tal in its effects than this. When the 
heart is corrupted, life is nothing worth. 
Let thoſe who think of imitating the art 
and cruelty of the Serpent, recolle& the 
ſubſequent circumſtance of the avenging 
Eagle, 
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m_ AND THE BLACK- 
BIRD. 


T WAS on a beauteous vernal day, 
When Nature breath'd the ſweets of May, 
A Peacock, proudly, idly vain, 


Spread to the ſun his ſplendid train, 
A Black- 
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A Blackbird, in a neighb'ring grove, 
Retir'd to chaunt his ſong of love, 
The haughty bird long ſcornful ey'd, 
And thus at length broke forth with 
pride: | 
* How bleſt am I, bright Fancy's child, 
* Form'd ſure when Nature ſweetly ſmil'd! 
© How happy that I'm form'd ſo fair, 
„Unlike my ſable neighbour there.” 
The Blackbird heard, and mildly ſaid, 
Is worth by gaudy tints diſplay'd? _ 


„Thy various plumage, well we know, 


e Shines like the many-colour'd bow; 

© But ſhould'ſt thou elevate thy voice, 

© How would the very groves rejoice !” 
The Blackbird tuning then his ſong, 

Praiſe echo'd from the feather'd throng. 

His fame, the Peacock to maintain, 

Would next attempt to chaunt his ſtrain; 

And from his unmelodious throat 

Pour'd many a ſhrill diſcordant note; 

Be But, 
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— 


But, while he had applauſe in view, 
He heard a gen'ral ſcorn enſue: 
The birds refuſe the boaſter claim, 
The chattering pyes contempt proclaim; 
Till forc'd his ſtation to remove 

By hooting owls he quits the grove. 


The Peacock 1s a vain bird, extremely 
proud of his tail, which being ornamented 
with feathers of various bright and beau- 
tiful colours, he conſiders as a ſufficient 
compenſation for the want of every good 
and uſeful qualification: he therefore 
proudly ſpreads it forth to the ſun, and 
ſeems to court and to expect admiration, 
But when he attempts to raiſe. his voice, 
it is found to be the moſt harſh and difa- 
greeable of any of the feathered race. 
His excellence, therefore, conſiſts merely 
in outward ſhew, and is eſteemed accord- 
ingly. 
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The Blackbird, however, though of a 


dark complexion, has an agreeable, en- 
livening note; and thus, without any 
outward finery or painted cloathing, is 
juſtly reckoned one of the ornamentsof 
the Spring, which he 1s the firſt of all birds 
to welcome with his cheerful ſong. 


APPLICATION. 


Such as are vain of dreſs, or mere per- 
ſonal beauty, may be well compared with 
the Peacock ; and when they pretend to 
deſpiſe or put themſelves in competition 
with perſons of real worth, merely on the 
ſcore of their own outward appearance, 
they will ſhare the fate of that bird in his 
conteſt with the Blackbird; for the wor- 
thy perſons, whom they ſo deſpiſe, will 
always riſe their ſuperiors in the eſtima- 
tion of the world, and put them to ſhame; 
althongh that modeſty, which is the 


* 


65 


ne ver- 


.66 TALES FOR YOUTH. 
never-failing companion of merit, might 
and would prevent theſe latter from dil- 
playing themſelves in contraſt, if they 
were not, by the vanity of the others, 
called forth to the trial. 
Shun pride and vanity therefore, and 
avoid boaſting of outward qualifications. 
Remember that the fineſt dreſs can form 
no part of yourſelf, and that the praiſe, if 
any attaches to it, belongs not to you, but 
to the taylor or the mantua-maker, who 
put it together; and as to perſonal beau- 
ty, that is the gift of Heaven, and can 
reflect no merit on you; but, pleaſing as 
it may be, you ought. rather to conſider, 
that by the will of Providence, a ſlight 
hock of a diſorder may deſtroy it in a 
moment, and leave you a wretched pic- 
ture of puniſhed vanity. 

If you have any real talents, poſſeſs 
them with humility, but never diſplay 
them 
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them in oftentation. Exert them only 


| when they can be truly uſeful to yourſelf, 


or beneficial to others. Thus will you 
enſure the eſteem and reſpe& of the wiſe 
and the good, and enjoy that pure tran- 
quillity which can only reſult from a con- 


ſcience yoid of offence. 


TALE 
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THE CAT AND THE FISH. 


A CAT, unus'd to miſs her prey, 
And plentifully fed each day, 
Had oft with ſecret wiſhes ey'd 
d, and plac'd her by its ſide. 
; -: | MY A 
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And as the glitt'ring fiſh ſhe view'd, 
With longing eyes their courſe purſu'd : 
But much to'wet her feet ſhe fears, 
And on dry land long perſeveres. 
And when at firſt ſhe dipp'd her paw, 
Her form reflected there ſhe ſaw: 
Now dread, then anger fill'd her breaſt, 
Till all the ſhadow full confeſt 
She ſaw; then by degrees grown bold, 
She ſcorns the ſhadow, flights the cold; 
And once, from out the ſmaller fry, 
Watchful ſhe ſnatch'd one win, 

nigh. 

Buoy'd up by this ſucceſs to deem 
Each trout her own that ſwims the ſtream, 
She now reſolves, for food ſo rare, 
Conſtantly thither to repair. 
And (ſelf-denial quite unknown) 
She vows to live on fiſh alone, 


Her rav'nous appetite ſupply'd. 
But 
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But roving once upon a day, 

Far from her own abode away, 

She ſought a rapid river's fide, 

And view'd the finny natives glide. 

At one, moſt tempting to her eyes, 

She aim'd, and ſtoop'd to ſeize the prize; 

But as her paw ſhe haſty dipp'd, 

The ground gave way, and in ſhe ſlipp'd. 

In ſwimming now ſhe tries her force, 

While the ſtrong tide ſtill chang'd her 
gourie, 

And to a mill refiſtleſs borne, 

She meets her doom in pieces torn, 

Soon as ſhe ſaw her certain fate, 

She ſore repented, but too late. 


T he Cat is well known to be remark- 
ably fond of fiſh, though ſhe is frequent- 
ly deterred from catching them by her na- 
tural fear of wetting her feet. But this 


dread once overcome, the Cat becomes 
the 
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the unrelenting deſtroyer of ſmall fiſh in 
ponds, In this purſuit, however, theſe 
creatures frequently meet their death in 
ſome ſuch way as above related, 


APPLICATION. 


In this tale we have an emblematic re- 
preſentation of the firſt approaches to 
vice, of which moſt people have at the 
outſet a natural dread ; but when once 
they have ſhaken off this firſt terror or 


| diſlike, and thus overcome a ſtrong natu- 


ral reſtraint, then, though it has been well 
ſaid, and in moſt caſes holds good, that 


vice is a monſter of ſuch frightful mien, 
« As to be hated, needs but to be ſeen ;” 


yet familiarity with vice removes that 
horror which ought to operate ; and thoſe 
wings become, by practice, eaſy and con- 
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ventent (we mean deceitfully ſo) which, 
at firſt, we muſt have been ſhocked to 
think of. It is thus that, loſing the foot. 
ing of goodnels, they are carried away by 
the ſtream of vice, and ruin is the certain 
conſequence. 

Harm watch, harm caich, is a maxim 
very applicable to the ſubje& of the pre- 
ſent tale. Let none ſuppoſe themſelves 
ſafe while employed in contriving harm 
to others. If we labour under unmerited 
_ affliction, good people will pity and aſſiſt 
us; but if we receive hurt in the endea- 
vour to hurt others, we muſt expe ſcorn 
inſtead of pity, and negleft where we 
ſtand in need of aſliſtance. 
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THE SILLY I. AMB AND THE SHEMI 
HERD'S' DOG, 


A LAMP, young, fimple, pert, and 
vain, | 
His dam's fond care could fcarce reſtrain, 
Unheedful he, but raſhly bold, 
Would frequent wander from the fold; 
G With 
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As he his conſtant toil purſu'd, _ 
This is,“ ſaid he, “ eſteem'd our friend, 
e Vet, can he anſwer any end? 

« J kcar his \ yoice rais'd bigh indeed, 
Hut after all, where is the need ? 

© He's prais'd, and fed wich daily care,— 
% Happy for him to get ſuch fare!“ 


6 Ceaſe ; nor a real friend deride. 

The Dog is fed wich care we know; 

ce n he not worth, would it be fo ? 

* Learn then to trace his ſervice 
right 

«Our guide by day, our guard at night, 

% For this it is he gains regard, 

% And ſure ſuch care deſerves reward!“ 

So, prudent, ſaid th' experienc'd dame; 

But ſo thought not the wanton Lamb. 

Who ſtrait reſolv'd that very day, 

Far from the flock and Dog to ſtray ; 
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That thus at once he might appear 
No guard to need, no danger fear. 

The Wolf, in wickedneſs grown old, 
At diſtance long had view'd the fold, 
And round it oftentimes had crept, ' 

In hope of prey, while Lambs had ſlept ; 
Tho! yet th' attempt he did not dare, 

He heard the Dog, and knew his care. 
But when our Lamb alone he ſees, © 
Swift on his prey he darts with eaſe ; 3 
The Lamb, betray'd by wild defires, 
His dam remembers, and expires. 
Thus we by ſad experience know 
The wilful never want for woe. +, 


It is well known, that the Sheep Is an 


animal, of all others, the leaſt prepared | 


for defence. Their proper and truſty 
guardian, therefore, is the Shepherd's 


Dog; eſpecially in thoſe countries where 


wolves abound, as was the caſe in this 
G 2 iſland 


= 


76 
iſland in former ages. Only ſuch Sheep 
or Lambs, however, were expoſed to 
danger from the wolves, as by a wander. 
ing diſpoſition removed themſelves from 
the protection of the Dog. 
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APPLICATION. 


In this Tale we behold ſuch a picture 
of raſhneſs and conceit, as is ſhown by 
thoſe young folks who, impatient of the 
care and protection of their parents and 
guardians, are inclined to prefer wander. 
ing in ſearch of idle and deluſive liberty, 
which uſually ends in miſery and deſpair : 
for deſigning perſons are always on the 
watch, and, finding them unguarded, lay 
their ſnares, and entrap them to their 
ruin, 

[t 1s true, indeed, that the happy ten- 
dency of uſeful advice is not always to be 
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diſcovered by youthful inexperience, 
which can only judge from the outſide of 
things ; yet children ſhould not, becauſe 


full meaning of advice when offered, 
conclude, of courſe, that ſuch advice 1s 
uſeleſs or improper. It is, on the contra- 
ry, their duty to give it a trial, and leave 
the event to Providence, which will al- 
ways give the proper reſult to human ac- 
tions: | 
On the whole, youth and inedfhriviice 
ſhould, in all caſes, give way to 489 Affd 
experience ; and it well becomes ſuch as 
are diſſatisfied with home, and inclined to 
wander, to conſider whole intereſt or in- 
tention it 1s moſt likely to be to ſerve 
them ; thoſe who brought them into the 
world, and whoſe happineſs, and even 
lives, in ſome meaſure, depend on their 
well-doing; or thoſe who, being perfect 
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ſtrangers to the feelings of natural affec- 
tion, ſeek only to ſerve their own turns 
at the expence of ſuch as are fooliſh 
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THE TURKEY-COCE AND rUATLE-· 
DOVE, 


A TURTLE-DOVE, wuh ſweetneſs 
bleſt, | 
ourting tranquillity and reſt, 
\voiding diſcord, care, and ſtrife, - 
ed with his mate a happy life. 
LE A Turkey- 
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A Turkey-cock, of lofty mien, 


That ſtalk'd full ſtately on the green, 
With ſcorn the gentler bird beheld, 


Whom in conceit he ſo excell d. 


&« Behold,” he cry'd, © an uſeleſs race, 


ce As void of ſpirit as of grace, 


& Who not like me can boldly dare, 
As ſome brave champion fam'd in war, 


« In awful dignity attir d, 
By all or envy'd or admir'd : 


« But whom the quiv'ring leaf may 


_ fright, 


& And who, like cowards, ſhun the fight,” 
The Dove, o'erhearing, mildly ſaid, 
« For feats like theſe | was not made; 


% Renown'd for ſuch let others be; 
ce But peace and gentleneſs for me. 


27 


He ceas'd—the Turkey ſtalk'd away, 


And ſoon he mingled in a tray ; 
Too ſoon; for of the feather'd kind 
A powerful foe he chanc'd to find, 
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And loud, tho' vain, for ſuccour calls. 
The Dove from far ſurvey'd the ſcene, 
And doubly blels'd the calm ſerene, 
Defires no cruel war to wage, 

Nor in contentious ſtrife engage, 

But happy, in ſequeſter'd grove, 

To live and die in peace and love, 


The Turtle-dove poſſeſſes, by nature, 
lo friendly and peaceable a diſpoſition, as 
to have been always conſidered as an em- 
blem of friendſhip and conjugal love. 
Yet, though its general character be that 
of peace and good will, it does not want 
lor courage on proper occaſions; ſuch as 
when 1ts mate or 1ts young require to be 
defended from violence, or in any other 
juſtifiable cauſe. When its mate dies, we 
are well aſſured, that it pines after her to 
luch a degree as ſeldom to ſurvive her 

many 
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many days, furniſhing thus the ſtrongeſt 
proof of ſincere and conſtant affettion, 
The Turkey, however, is of a very diffe- 
rent temper : fierce, proud, and mali. 
cious; he is always ready to quarrel with 


his own ſpecies, and, where he thinks he 


has an opportunity of doing it unſeen, 
will even attack and wound children, It 
1s remarkable of this bird, that any gar: 
ment or other object of a red colour, 
being brought near to him, excites all his 
ſpleen and malice, and he is ſuppoſed to 
conſider that colour as a mark of mocke- 
ry or defiance. He, however, ſpends his 
ſhort life in a continual ſtate of ſtrife and 
contention, and is ſcarcely good for any 
thing till he is dead. 


APPLICATION. 
It will not be difficult to decide on the 
preference due to the diſpoſition of the 
| . 
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Turtle-dove, before that of the other 
ſubje& of this Tale. Yet how many 
ſtrong reſemblances to the latter do we 
daily meet with among mankind! It is 
to ſuch proud and paſſionate perſons 
tbat our leſſon is particularly addreſſed. 
Here, as in a looking glaſs, they will ſee 
themſelves reflected. Let them ule that 
reaſon by the poſſeſſion of which God has 
diſtinguiſhed them from the brute crea- 
tion. 


« Learn to be wiſe from others' harm, 
„And they ſhall do full well.“ 
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THE UNGRATEFUL FOX. 


A YOUNGLING Fox, by hound: 
purlu'd, 
With trembling heart his danger view'd; 
At laſt he ſcap'd the noiſy pack, 


Doubled, and trac'd his footſteps back; 
1] he 
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The ſcent was loſt; but yet his foes 
Follow'd by chance, and follow'd clole— 
Too cloſe indeed! Amidſt the train 
He ſtood, and found reſiſtance vain. 
Juſt then, when flight he knew muſt 
fail, | 
He made his cunning arts avail. 
Fre of their prey they rightly deem'd, 
A dog among the dogs he ſeem'd; _ 
Now Reynard friſks in wanton play, 
Then joins the chace as well as they; 
Neceiv'd, they take him for a friend, 
and all purſuit is at end. 
The buntſman well the ſtranger knows, 
And to his lord the wonder ſhows: 
The lord reſolves his life to ſpare, 
and keeps him with domeſtic care. 
Vell hous'd and fed the Fox remain'd, 
Yet thought his liberty reſtrain'd ; 
So on a time altray he went, 
On theft and ſlaughter fully bent ; 
H A neigh- 
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A neighb'ring farmer's gooſe he ſeiz'd, 
And with his luck was highly pleas'd: 


But bore in vain the bird away, 


For ſoon he loſt the feather d prey, 
By men and dogs moſt clolely preſt, 
Too late his roguery ſtands confeſt : 
He yields to the unequal ſtrife, 

His tricks no more can ſave his life, 


Caught in the theft he yields his prize, 


And juſtly as a felon dies, 


The cunning talents of the Fox are as 
well known as his diſpoſition to rapine 
and fraud. He is ſo artful as frequently 
to make the dogs of the chace loſe their 
ſcent, and has been often known, by 
many ingenious devices, to elude all their 
vigilance, and effect a clear eſcape. 


Our preſent tale has its foundation in 
fact. A young Fox actually deceived a 


pack of hounds in the manner we have 
related; 
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related ; he was preſerved by a noble- 
man as a curioſity, and fed and indulged - 
with every poſſible attention; but, diſ- 
contented with the abridgment of his li- 
berty, he one day broke looſe, and, ful- 
filling the old ſaying, “ Cat after kind,“ 
was taken and killed inthe att of robbing 
a neighbouring farm yard, 


APPLICATION. 


It is thus, that the wicked, by their arts 
and hypocriſy, frequently elude ſhame 
and puniſhment ; but when the deception 
is diſcovered, when it is found that their 
repentance is not ſincere, that they have 
only laid aſide, for a time, their evil 
courſes, for want of opportunity or 
power to purſue them, and they embrace 
the firſt offer of returning to their old 
practices, then the contempt and indigna- 
tion of the wiſe and the good are excited, 


H 2 and 


4 naſe CS 


2 — 
— 


3 — 3X8 2 © —— a — — 
. . 7 — — - * o — o 
r ee Cos, 


88 TALES FOR YOUTH, 

and they rarely fail to meet with that pu- 
niſhment, which, though the wiſdom of 
Heaven may for a time withho!d, there is 
not the leaſt doubt that its juſtice will, at 
a proper ſeaſon, inflict, 


Should the wicked, however, after à 


happy or providential eſcape, abandon 
their ways, Heaven will pardon, and men 
again receive them with 40% into their ſo- 
—_ . 

We cannot quit this tale without ſaying 
a few words on the ſubje g of hypocrily, 
which, hateful as 1t 1s in all perſons, and 
highly as it aggravates any crime, is moſt 
particularly deteſtable in young folks; 
for in youth we are led to expett open- 
neſs and candour ; and from thoſe who 
can then diſſemble, little ſincerity can be 
expected in riper years. 


Avoid evil, and you will never need 


to wear the maſk of hypocriſy, or to 
pratile 
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practiſe deceit; and if you have been 
guilty of faults, aſſure yourſelves, that 
without reformation, you can never plead 
repentance with any hope of being be- 


lie ved. 
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THE SPIDER AND THE CHIEFTAIN. 
A CURIOUS Spider, of induſtrious 


ſort, 

That to the fields and gardens made reſort, 
Once on a time, when clouds their tor- 
rents pour'd, 

And bluſt ring winds from every quarter 
roar'd, | 


Within 


Withi 


Near 


A lof 
And | 


But I 


Fallir 


Now 


But, { 
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Within a barn retir'd, re ſolv'd to try 
Near the thatch'd roof to fix his dwelling 
bigh. 
A lofty beam he wiſhfully ſurveys, 
And (ſtrives with all his might himſelf to 
raiſe. 
But long in vain; for ere the height he 
gains, | 
Falling to ground he ſtill renews his pains. 
Now twice fix times the taſk he had re- 
new'd, 
But, ſtill reſolv'd, his arduous toil: pur- 
ſu'd, 
At length ſucceeding, to perfection 
IN. brought, 
10u5} His web in curious form the inſe@ 
wrought; 
ort,] Then, in enjoyment of his wiſh attain'd, 
He ſeem'd to glory in the conqueſt gain'd. 
A valiant Chief, allerting oft his rig 
ay Yet, hapleſs, baffl'd in the field of fight, 
11 | Beheld 


1 
- r — — 
ewes Wa — — — I 

- : 28 N 
1 . 4 WP x * 
— —U — 48 — 
A IS III: CPE So EST.” — 


= Z 2 


TALES FOR YOUTH. 
—“ Oft was I foil'd,” 


92 

Beheld the ſcene. 
{aid he 3 

% But, patient Spider! not ſo oft as thee; 

* Be thou my teacher, loſſes to repair 

& With ſpirit unbroken, and with conſtant 
care; 

& Man's proper leſſons wiſely I'll diſcern, 

«© Nor from the meaneſt reptile ſcorn to 
& learn.” 


Thoughtful he ſpoke, with virtuous ar- 


dour burn'd, 
To cares renew'd, and glorious deeds re- 
turn d, 


Till Heav'n at laſt his efforts deign'd to 


bleſs, 
And crown'd his merits with the wiſh'd 
ſucceſs. 


He fought and conquer'd, various toils 


ſuſtain'd, 
At length o'er his own land he peaceful 
reign'd, 
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Eſtabliſh'd thus his juſt and lawful claim, 
Be roſe much honour'd to a well-earned 
fame. . 


The Spider is indeed a very curious 
infect, and, though in outward appear- 
ance It is generally diſguſting to our 
ight, has ſome properties that will be 
ound deſerving of our attention. The 
female is a pattern of parental affection, 
and it is ſaid of ſome of the ſpecies, that 
Nature has furniſhed them with the means 
of ſheltering from harm their little ones 
in their bodies, and of liberating them 
hen their danger is over. 

This inſect is alſo remarkable for its 
induſtry and perſeverance, being con- 
ſtantly at work when not aſleep. Its web 
is deſigned and executed with a mathe- 
matical exactneſs, and repaired, when da- 
maged, with extraordinary accuracy. Its 


ſight 
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fight and feeling are particularly acute, 
and in vigilance it is not exceeded by any 
other animal of the creation. 


In former days, Robert Bruce, heir to 
the Scottiſh crown, had been repeatedly 
defeated in his attempts to obtain his right. 
ful poſſeſſions, though it was univerſally 
allowed that he neither wanted courage 
nor {kill ; but a higher power ſeemed to 
act againſt him for its own good purpoſes, 
and he was obliged to abide that Time 
* and chance which happen to all men.“ 

After having ſuffered a material re. 
pulſe in one particular action, he retired 
to a lone hut, and there reflected in ſoli- 
tude on the ſeverity of his fate. Caſting 
his eyes toward the wall, he beheld the 
patient attempts of a poor Spider to climb 
to a beam, in which it at laſt ſucceeded, 


« ſon,” 
“not be 
« returl 
« affidu 
right 

He tl 
poſſe ſſic 
attempt 
ceſs, al 


and the 


WW he 
perſeve 
us to o 


though not till alter twelve failures, as re- 


lated in our T ale: will take this for a leſ- 


é {on,” 


1Cute, 


y any 


elr to 
tedlyl 
ight. 
{ally 
Irage 
ed to 
oſes, 
Time 
My. 

re. 
ired 
ſoli- 
ting 
| the 
imb 


ded, 


TALES FOR YOUTH. 95 
« ſon,” ſaid the Scottiſh chief; I have 
« not been twelve times defeated ; | will 
« return to the field; 1 will renew-my 
« aſſiduities; and I may thus gain my 
& right at laſt.” 

He then left the induſtrious reptile in 
poſſeſſion of its tation, renewed his own 
attempts, which were crowned with ſuc- 
cſs, and he gained at once a kingdom 
and the love of all his ſubjetts, 


APPLICATION. 


When we are engaged in a gocd caule, 
verſeverance alone is neceſſary to enable 
us to overcome the greateſt difficulties. 
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ſight and feeling are particularly acute 
and in vigilance it is not exceeded by an 
other animal of the creation. 

In former days, Robert Bruce, heir t 
the Scottiſh crown, had been repeatedly 
defeated in his attempts to obtain his right. 
ful poſſeſſions, though it was univerſally 
allowed that he neither wanted courage 
nor {kill ; but a higher power ſeemed to 
act againſt him for its own good purpoſes, 
and he was obliged to abide that Time 
* and chance which happen to all men.“ 

After having ſuffered a material re. 
pulſe in one particular action, he retired] Whe 
to a lone hut, and there reflected in ſoli-fjperieve 
tude on the ſeverity of his fate. Caſtingſus to o. 
his eyes toward the wall, he beheld the 
patient attempts of a poor Spider to climb 
to a beam, in which it at laſt ſucceeded, 
though not till aſter twelve failures, as re- 
lated in our Tale: © Lwill take this for a leſ. 
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« ſon,“ ſaid the Scottiſh chief; © I have 
not been twelve times defeated ; I will 
« return to the field; I will renew my 
« aſſiduities; and 1 may thus gain wy 
«right at laſt.” 

He then left the induſtrious reptile in 
poſſeſſion of its ſtation, renewed his own 
attempts, which were crowned with ſuc- 
ceſs, and he gained at once a kingdom 
and the love of all his ſubjetts. 


95 


APPLICATION. 


When we are engaged in a good cauſe, 
perſeverance alone is neceſſary to enable 
us to overcome the greateſt difficukies. 
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known, 
And, as it ſeems, above all fear was grown, 
Vain of the imitations he diſplay'd, 
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AN Ape, that full of mimic tricks was: 


With wonder oft by fellow-brutes ſur— 
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Long thro' his native wilds his paths had 
trac'd, 
Nor dream'd that hidden ſnares 1 
there be plac'd. 
But on a day, as wand'ring thro' the wood, 
A hundred various fancies he purſu'd ; 
A ſtranger ent'ring he from far eſpy'd, 
Who waſh'd in ſtreams drawn from the 
ſilver tide. 
A fair capacious bowl the water fill'd, 
Which the obſervant Ape long time be- 
held, 
Unſeen, as he ſuppos'd, and ſoon with- 
drew, 

His mimic art determin'd to purſue. 
n Returning on the next ſucceeding day, 
White none appear'd the action to ſurvey, 
In the ſame bowl intent to waſh he tries, 
And imitation want of art lupplies ; 
ſur Not eaſy the deception was to find, 


Proud, he preſum' d to imitate mankind; 
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But of the fancy'd ſtream the more he 


takes, 

Too late he wonders at the change it 
makes, 

His fight obſcur'd, his paws entangl'd 
quite, 


He now firſt thought, but thought too 
late, of flight ; 

Haraſs'd, diſtreſs'd, an eaſy prey he fell 

To him who laid the ſnare, and watch'd 
him well. 

Yet now his lot he bore, n nor found it 

bard, 

As for his tricks he often met reward; 

But yet unchang'd, in his own folly bold, 

He imitates whate'er he may behold, 

And with an over-curious buſy eye 


<trives into all that meets his ſight to pry. 


His maſter's gun attentive he had view d, 
Frequently fir'd, and oft the charge re- 
new'd ; 
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This, fearleſsly, one fatal day he tries, 

And to the trigger firſt his paw applies, 

Then, ſtretching at full length, the 
muzzle eyes. 

There needs no more: prim'd, loaded, 

in its ſtrength, 

The thund'ring gun ſoon laid him at his 
length; 

Thus doom'd a ſad example to remain, 

By former folly warn'd, but warn'd in 
vain 


The manner of catching Apes, as men- 


tioned in the Tale, has been related by 
many travellers. The perſon who de- 
ſigns to enſnare the animal, waſhes, we 
are told, in fair water, but leaves behind 
him, in the room of the water, a bow full 
of bird-lime. Having quitted the place, 


the Ape, always imitative, comes to waſh 
himſelf in the bowl, and not diſcovering 


I 2 


the 
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the deception till too late, he becomes ſo 
entangled, as to be caught without difh- 
culty! ! 

The tricks of Apes and Monkies are 
pretty well known; and one of theſe ani- 
mals was very lately killed by a gun, as 
above related, paying, with his life, for 
his ill-timed curioſity. He had ſeen a 
gun fired, and, as we may ſuppoſe, be- 
came curious to diſcover the cauſe of the 
loud report, while he was ignorant of its 
effects; and thus met his fate in a manner 
rather extraordinary indeed, but the na- 
tural conſequence of that prying diſpoſi- 
tion of his kind, which he ſtill poſſeſſed, 
though removed from the temptations 
and neceſſities of his native wildneſs to a 
ſtate of domeſtic comfort. 
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APPLICATION. 


The firſt inference to be drawn from 
this 


this 1 
ſhoul 
do n 
ing, t 
paret 


* Br 


In 
pity 


form 
ourl 


Ss 


TALES FOR YOUTH. FOI 
this Tale is pretty plain; namely, that we 
ſhould not be apt to meddle with what we 
do not underſtand ; always remember- 
ing, that an improper curioſity in our firſt 
parents | 


% Brought death into the world, and all 
our woe,” 


In the ſecond place, we are taught to 
pity thoſe who do not take warning by 
former errors, and to be wiſe .enough 
ourſelves to profit by experience, $ 
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„ 
AVARICE PUNISHED, 


| A MISER happy only in his gold, 

4 Who kept it, not for »/z, but 7o behold; 

With age and trouble, pain and weakneſs 
ſpent, Ee 

Fearing no med'cine could his death pre- 
vent, | 
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„No future heir,” ſaid he, “ ſhall this 


With patience ſtay'd, till ſick and like to 


TALES FOR YOUTH». 103 


Hisdear-lov'dtreaſure wasreſoly'd to hide, 
So buried it near to a fountain's fide. 


„% enjoy, 
6 Nor in extravagance my coin employ. 
% No, I will hide it ſafely in this ground, 
© Here to remain; or, if Ilive, be found.” 
He ſaid, and plac'd it deep beneath the 
ſod, 
Then impiouſly wrote, “ Here refs my 
6 god. 
His next of kin, by chance, obſerving 
nigh, 


dic | 
The Miſer lay; then to the ſpot he crept, 
Where in obſcurity the treaſure ſlept. 
© Pity,” he cried, © this gold ſhould thus 
ee be loſt, 
„Which to acquire has ſo much labour 
66 coſt !”? 


So 
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So took it up, and wrote in wanton play, him « 
« Your god has made im wings, and Lem afraid 
away.” ſhould 


Recovering from his ſiekneſs, to the ſpotſh Suc 
The uncle came, and ſoon perceiy'd high der th. 
Tot; in the 

Yet would the youts the pelf have ſafe from v 
freſtor'd, A pre) 
But deſtiny deny'd the precious hoard : I in dre: 
A gang of thieves had ſtol'n it in the night ſpirit t 
While pin'd the M.ſer for his dear delight him, ar 
Relaps'd, he felt all.mis'ry could impart, his mo 
And died of what men call a broken hear} The 


His god thus gone, to none could he apply heart b 
But, having /iv'd a wretch, a wretch mullof this, 
die. for con 

men he 


A Miſer is at once the moſt diſagree to his o 
able, and, as we have reaſon to ſuppoſe both m 
the moſt unhappy of human beings, Th has 828 
money he poſleſſes has no power to mak religion 


hit 


lay, him otherwiſe, becauſe he is as much 
found afraid to uſe it himſelf, as that hers 
ſhould deprive him of it. | 

e ſpotſfhk Such a diſpoſition muſt naturally ren- 
d hi der the Miſer friendleſs. As he appears 
in the character of an enemy to mankind, 

\ {af from whom can he expect good offices? 
A prey to eternal anxiety, perpetually 

d: Nin dread of loſing that which he has not 
nigh ſpirit to uſe, his life muſt be a burden to 
him, and thus his darling paſſion becomeg 
his moſt bitter puniſhment. * 
The Miſer, in effect, has no God in his 
pphyl heart but his money; and when deprived 
mulflof this, whither can he fly, or to whom, 
for comfort? Not to ſociety, for among 

men he will be deſpiſed and rejected; not 

agret to his own conſcience, or to reaſon, for 
poſe both muſt reproach him; and laſtly, he 
Tu has no reſource (like all other perſons) in 


religion, becauſe his whole lite has been 
in 


mak 


hit 
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in defiance of its dictates; nor, ſhould hi 


wealth continue with him to the end, 


could this © bring à man peace at the laſt.” 
A Miſer, therefore, can neither live *. 
PY nor 08 in peace. 


APPLICATION. 


Avoid, my s 8 ſo e an 
evil. Be friendly and be charitable ; and 
while on the one hand you carefully ſhun 
extravagance, remember that the hatred 
of the world, and, what is worſe, the dil. 
pleaſure of Heaven, will inevitably be 
the lot of the avaricious man. 
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THE CONTEMPLATIVE HERO. 


A CHIEF for well-fought battles high 
renown'd, | 
Vhom former laurels oft had richly 
crown'd, 
Ine ſummer's eve alone, retir'd to try 
Thoſe charms which ſolitude can beſt ſup- 
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As by the margin of a winding ſtream He ru 
He thoughtful mark'd the ſun 8 1 
beam, And th 
An ancient tower near the ſpot he view d, | Woun 
Which clad in mantling ivy ſolemn ſtood, | 
Thereon, with many a comment, he per- The ge 


ceiv'd 

The waſting pow'r of Time, and ſeeing Blood- 
griev'd. 

“ Thus towers,” ſaid he, © thus mighty And di 
6 cities fall, 

e And men; for fate thus overwhelm; The. 
« them all.“ tor me! 


He faid, and wept ; the tears ſo kindly evils, 
En. .. + they ar 
Were ſuch as angels regiſter in Heaven, I been c- 
Thus paſs'd ſome hours, and when at them 
nignht retir'd, min, 
His dreams the ſame morality nſoir d! I feulty, 
The next day's ſun beheld him riſe in arms, in this 
Still full of ardour. Fir'd by Glory's | Failty! 
charms, 085 
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The genius of the place could yield no 
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He ruſh'd impetuous to the enſanguin'd 
plain, 1 

And there exulted in the numbers ſlain ; 

Wounded return'd, he ſought the friend- 
ly ſhade, 


aid; 
Blood-ſtain'd and bleeding, from the ſpot 

he flies, 
And diſcontented, ſelf-convitted, dies. 


There 1s nothing more common than 
for men to lament, or pretend to lament 
evils, without ever conlidering how far 
they are themſelves concerned, or have 


* 
- > 
: 7 1 2 ADS — <A 1 8 9 — F £2 25 . 7 
— * N = r * CK, wo * * 4 a hae. act N ** — ———- 
* . a3 ma AT. 74 EEE CORE ; — 7 : — — —— 4 5 
— — — — — . — — 5 2 1 bo. Mt W 2 I . 2 : r 2 — CH — — — 2 — 
— ha” bs. y 5 * - rd. Þ> a5 Ts "ETA OE i — 4 SY r 1 C5 1 =. ! - — 22 2 — ; = = 0.012: 
e 5 FR, 2 E 3 . 1 NN a+: rn r — oF * 8 ©, I cs AVIS >" 4s TI IIS. . * 
1 4 — — - - r 4 1 . bi >” 4 * * 7 * 5 n 8 2 ad — 2 x * x mo 1 
£ 6 — — . * 1 4 : 7 4 cope - i e N 2 d _— 4 — — — e - _ % 
* : . * dn y 3 4 1 ee d ; - » * 2 > — 3 n 
_ f ? r — & — . *. þ ao a = g 1 2 * _ 
1 2 1 , * 4 8 * 4 « 2 A 4 * ” - PR — — 1 1 5 ＋ 


been concerned, in cauſing or promoting 
them Ihis is, indeed, the caſe with 
many perſons, who would, with great dif— 
hculty, be perſuaded that they come with- 
in this deſcription, never ſuſpetting any 
frailty in themſelves, | 

K Xerxes 
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Xerxes raiſed an army which conſiſted 
of a million of ſouls, compoſed indeed of 
perſons of all nations, though chiefly 
made up of his own Perſian ſubjetts, 
When this vaſt multitude was afſembled 
in the field, he is ſaid to have wept on 
conſidering that, in leſs than an hundred 
years, there was ſcarcely a probability 
that one of theſe ſhould be left alive.— 
He appeared to ſhed the tears of huma- 
nity ; but the faithful page of hiſtory in- 
forms us, that this ſame King of Perſia 
invaded Greece at the head of his forces, 
burned Athens, and committed number- 


lels other outrages. 
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« In bleeding thouſands ſtrew'd the Gre- 
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this lord of Aſia, having himſelf eſcap- 
ed with difficulty, left near a third part of 
thoſe, whoſe fate he had lamented muſt 
overtake them in an huncred years, to ab- 
ſolute deſtruttion in leſs than a twentieth 
part of the time. Such was his buma- 
nity ! 


APPLICATION. 


To know ourſelves is the moſt difficult 
of all lefſons ; but thoſe will go neareſt to 
the accompliſhment of the taſk, who are 
not given to vain boaſting of 1maginary 
perfections, nor indulge too much in ſElt- 
confidence. 
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THE WANDERER DESTROYED. 


Far off 

IN India's land, where ſummer ever 1 bro' 
reigns, Fre 

Till w 


Ind conſtant verdure decks the groves 


and plains, 
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A ſhepherd ſwain retir'd in heat of day, 
Where lofty ſhades ſhut out the noon- 


tide ray, 
in gentle ſleep beguil'd the warmer 
hours, 
And wak'd again renew'd in all his 
pow'r. _ | 


But ſtill to pleaſure yielding, to his fight 
The vary'd landſcape glow'd with colours 
bright ! 
With joy the gay ſurrounding ſcene he 
ſees, 
And feels with rapture the reviving 
breeze. 
His charge deſerting, he reſolves to 
roam 
Far off, regardleſs of his native home; 
Thro' the deep- -waving woods he takes 
his way, 
Till wider proſpects open on this day ; 
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T hro' pleaſing dales, o'er echoing hills he 
| hies, 
While milder radiance decks the Weſtern 
ſkies, 
Meanwhile from far, Loni 


pleas'd he view'd 

A ſtream that roſe from Ganges' yelloy 
flood ; 

Thither he haſtes, and from the lofty ads 

All crown'd with verdure, plunges in the 
tide, 

Amidſt the curling waves he wanton 
plays, 

No danger fears, nor threat ning fate ſur- 
veys. 

But while his bounding heart with plea— 
ſure glows, 

Fierce from the waves an alligator roſe ; 

Vainly he ftruggl'd in th' unequal ſtrife, 


And to his ſcaly foe reſign'd bis life; 
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Wiſhing in vain he had not ſought to 
roam, 
But ſtay'd, contented with his friends and 
home. | 


Nothing can exceed the beauty of the 
fertile plains of India, after the regular 
rains have refreſh'd the earth. The ſun 
is indeed very powerful; but there are 
many ſhady woods to which thoſe may 
retire who cannot ſuſtain the heat of his 
beams, and who happen to be diſtant from 
their dwellings at the noon- tide hour. Many 
of the trees in thoſe climates are indeed 
peculiarly calculated for caſting a thick 
ſhade, from their prodigious loftineſs and 
the large and ſpreading conſtruftion of 
As the day declines, 
the open country appears delightful, and 
the more fo, where it is refreſhed with 
iprings or running ſtreams. 


their upper leaves. 


The 
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The great river Ganges, however, and 
its branches, as well as moſt of the ſtreams 


of this country, breed alligators (the cro. | 


codile ſpecies), which are not only great 


deſtroyers of fiſh and other animals, but 
are al ſo extremely dangerous to men who | 


fwim in thoſe waters, or who come too 


near their banks, when this creature is in 


ſearch of food. 

Theſe voracious animals are ſo ſtrongly 
defended by their natural ſcaly armour, 
as to be impenetrable by ſwords or ſpears, 
(and it is even ſaid, that they are invul- 
nerable by a muſket-ball), except on the 
belly. Incapable, however, of turning 
without great difficulty and delay, they 
may be calily cluded on land, but in the 
water they very rarcly fail of ſcizing their 


Prey. 
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APPLICATION. 


The youth mentioned in this Tale may 
be ſet as an example for ſuch as eagerly 
purſue pleaſure, or what they deem plea- 
ſure, without adverting to the conſe- 
quences. Theſe quit the common courſe 
or ordinary road of life, to go in ſearch of 
whatever ſtrikes their idle imaginations, 
and proceed farther and farther on their 
way, as new objects of attraction preſent 


ſeem to await them, and they are conti- 
nually happy in the proſpett of what is to 
come next; till at length, as it but too 
often happens, playing in the ſtream of 
diſſipation, they meet that fate, which a 
little prudence would certainly have pre- 
vented. | 
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THE WILFUL BOY AND THE 


HORNETS. Deſpiſſ 


And wh 
A BOY in active ſearch of play orfScornir 


game, | © PFWO'erwe 


Or miſchief, which in truth he deem'd the Collect 
lame, 
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Purſu'd a bee with well-earn'd honey 
fraught. 

And quickly graſp'd the wiſh'd-for prize, 
in thought; 

But not ſo ſoon o'ertakes it in its flight, 

Though in the chace he kept it {till in 
ſight. 

O'er many a garden, many a mead it flies, 

As following ſtill with bad intent he hies. 

His aged father ſaw him thus employ'd, 

And how the ſond purſuit he ſtill enjoy'd, 

Advis'd him to forbear, left to his coſt 

He ſhould confeſs at laſt his labour loſt ; 

He hears, but heeds not; onward preſſing 
ſtill, 

Deſpiſing all that would oppoſe his will, 

And while a vain deſire could thus engage, 

Scorning the diQtates of experienc'd age: 

O'erweary'd, one laſt effort while he try'd, 


d theColletting all the ſtrength falſe hope ſup- 


ir{u'd 


ply'd, 
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As drawing nearer to the promis'd game, 

Cloſe to a Hornet's neſt un nſeen he came. 

Theſe he diſturb'd, as carebelsly he trod, 

And, luckleſs, rous'd them from their 
dark abode; 


The angry inſects, ſwarming round his 


head, 
Soon caus'd him backwards all his ſteps 
to tread ; 
No more he ftrives the golden prize to 
gain, 
But home returns, quite raving with his 
pain. 
His father ſaw him thus in haſte retire, 
Defeated in his cager fond deſire; 
He ſaw, but ſpake not; yet offe look ſe. 
vere, | 
Was a grave leſſon, full ſufficient here; 
To him a ſad remembrance it muſt bring 


Who loſt the honey, and yet felt the ſting. 
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The induſtrious Bee, as has been before 


me 

_ obſerved, culls ſweets from every flower, 
1 by which means it ſupplies an ample ſtore 
KA of honey; while the Hornet, like the 


Waſp, produces nothing valuable, but is 
1 his en angry noxious inſect, not more ready 
to reſent any injury, than it is to give one, 
even unprovoked. The ſting of a Hor- 
net is of a moſt venomous nature, and the 
pain it occaſions is exceſſive, as thoſe 
well know who have ever felt the ſmart. 
b hl In ſome of the warmer countries the 
Hornet is ſtill more troubleſome than in 
England. We learn in Scripture, that a 
promiſe was made to the children of If- 
Jracl, that this inſett ſhould be ſent before 
them, in order to plague the Canaanites, 
and aſſiſt in driving them out of the land. 
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APPLICATION. 

Honeyis certainly pleaſant and uſeful, | 
but this, as the Proverb ſays of gold, may 
be bought too dear, as, indeed, may any 
enjoyment in this liſe, from the cradle to 
the dark ſilent tomb. 

The Boy in the Tale ruſhed headiong 
on in the purſuit of a ſuppoſed and ex. 
petted good; but by his obſtinacy and 
imprudence he ſtumbled over evil in his 
way. Pleaſure is certainly purchajcd at 
too high a rate, when pain is the price of 
it; but how much greater a portion of 
-Juck is theirs, who experience the pain 
only, and fail of the promiſed plcaſure, 
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| Let it, however, be remembered, that this GE 
; is never the caſe with thoſe whoſe pry 

ſuit is virtue; the purſuit is pleaiant, the A Þ 
| poſſeſſion is happineſs ; for virtue will re. T 

[ ward both here and hercafter all thoſe His m: 
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T A L XX 
GENEROSITY AND GRATITUDE» 


A FAITHFUL Dog, in happy ſervice 
try'd, | 
His maſter lov'd, and mourn'd him when 
he died 1 
L 2 TC With 


124 TALES FoR YOUTH, 
With mute expreſſion; but che thought. | 97 


leſs heir 
Diſmifs'd his Ie.» ſervants from his Poor 
care : 
While thus his bumble friends he could Poor 
' neglett, 
What muſt the Dog from hands like bi Nor \ 
expett ? 
Nor fed, nor ſhelter'd, yet ſome weeks he 3het 
ſtay'd, Perva 
Till hunger's calls a change had needful Wee 
made. Th 
Then, wand'ring forth, another lord he! 5 
ſought, Who 
And chance him ſhortly to another 
brought. Top: 
| A youth he was of frank and gen'rous NOT | 
mind, 
. 


Happy bimſelf, a friend to human kind, 
Who ev'n the dumb creation 8 2 
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Nor man's vaſt power o'er all this world 
abus'd. 
Poor Tray beheld him as he muſing 
rov'd, 
Poor Tray beheld, and when he ſaw him, 
lov'd.— 
Nor while to tales like this we pour the 
ſtrain, 


7 he unknown ſympathetic pow'r diſdain 
Pervading Nature; no, let us confeſs 
We know but little, often ree/on leſs. 
The gen'rous Dog the gentle youth 
* d, 
\Vho pleaſure at his fondling tricks ex- 
pre ſsd; 
ray now a follower on bis ſteps attends, 
Nor proves a flatterer for baſe ſelfiſh 
ends. 
It chanc'd his maſter, on a ſummer's 


day, 


o rural ſcenes all jocund held his way; 
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But careleſs as he paſs'd a river's ſide 


The ſod gave way, and plung d him ine 


tide; 


There in the ſtream 1 he laves 
Spent with the force of enn 


waves, 


Cramp'd in each limb, and ** 90 


more his own, 


Soon had he periſh'd hapleſs and un- 


known; 


But Tray, as on the bank he watchful 


ſtood, 


Beheld, and ſudden plung'd into the 


flood; 
Nor ceas'd till by the garments that he 
wore 
With friendly force he dragg'd him tow id 
the ſhore, 
Where, haply, other uſeful aid was xls 
While yet 'twas doubtful if he'd live or 
die; 
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But, under Heav'n, the favour that be- 
ſtow'd, 


His life and ſafety to poor Tray he ow'd. 


The Dog is a moſt uſeful domeſtic ant- 
mal, and particularly ſerviceable in hunt- 
ing and ſubduing wild beaſts, Indeed, 
he 1s one of the helps that Heaven has 
given mankind to make them lords of the 


creation, The courage of- the Dog is 


aſtoniſhing: there 1s ſcarcely any crea- 
ture ſo ſtrong or ſo ſavage, that a dog of 
2 proper breed will not engage, eſpecial- 
iy in the ſervice or for the ſafety of his 
maſter, whom (if he be well uſed) he will 
never deſert; even in circumſtances and 
ſituations wherein many of his falſe friends 
and acquaintance would abandon him, 
the Dog will cheerfully lay down his life 
for his protection. 

| Beſide 
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Beſide this, the Vog 1s in the higheſt 
degree aQive, vigilant, docile, and trac. 
table; he may be taught to do almoſt any 
thing that can be expected from a crea. 


conſtant than his inſtin and ſagacity are 
wonderful. What is related in the 1 ale 
is no more than has actually happened. — 
Water dogs have been frequently known 
to ſave thelives of perſons who had fallen 
into rivers, ponds, &c. Dogs of the 
Newfoundland breed are particular!y dif- 
tinguiſhed for this uſeful quality, 


APPLICATION. 


The fidelity of theſe domeſtic animals 


is known even to a proverb. For the 
reſt, ihe moral taught us by this Talc is, 
that charity and benevolence ſeldom fail 

2 


ture not endowed with human ſpeech and 


reaſon; his attachments are not more | Ps 


of a re. 


any per 


Jcumſta 


that ac. 
time or 


need. 
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of a reward even in this life; nor are there 
any perſons ſo low or mean in their cir- 
cumſtances as to be juſtly deſpiſed on 
that account; for chance may, at ſome 
time or other, put. hem in a condition or 
ftuation to render As aſſiſtance in time of 
need. 
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night hour, 


(Much fa 
power 


Tire ron vor. - 8 
A lad, who, loit'ring often by the way, 
Had ſpent his time before in idly play, 
A loſs he now in vain was deeply mourn- 
ing, 
As from a country journey ſlow return- 
ing; 
The ſun deſcending, ſober twilight grey 
Firſt ſtrew'd with fancy'd thorns his weary 
way; 
zut when her mantle Night had cloſely 


drawn, 


With fault'ring fearful ſteps he Py the 
lawn ; 
Now goblins, fairies, ſpettres ſtill aroſe, 
To fancy truly formidable foes; 
For tales of ſuch as theſe he oft had 
heard, 8 
mid -· And to his mind they conſtantly appear'd; 
Clouds dark and heavy veil d the low'r- 
on's ing ſkies, 
nd che fierce tempeſt ente to ariſe: 
lad, | But 
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But ſudden ev'ry diſmal omen fails, 
They fly, diſpers'd abroad 10 fav ring 
gales. 


The ſilver moon then brightly * 
ing forth, 


Cheer'd the glad boſom of 5 verdant 


earth, 
While all around the yellow. tufted trees 
Bow'd to the gently-whiſp'ring weſtern 


breeze. 
But as he pals'd beneath their length. 

en'd fhade, 

With fear the ſilly Boy the ſight ſur: 
vey'd, 

And fled from theſe; but vainly, for his 
own 

Follow'd, and was to him as much un- 
known, 


fear, 
Impatient in his ſwift and mad career, 


Till 


Prin in 
And lol 
Nox fi 


Does 1 
When 
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The 
the day 


ſidered 


nifhes 


Jirom t! 
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Now on he ruſhes, urg'd by groundleſt 


Havin, 
fancy, 
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Till in an unſeen pit he ſudden falls, 


And long in vain for ſuccour loudly calls; 


Nor finds he help 'till the ſucceeding 

morn ; 

Does with her radiance hills and woods 
adorn, | | 

When from a woodman comes the wiſh'd 
relief, 


And Jale quits the ſpot: o'erwhelm'd with 
ſhame and grief. 


The night. is as uſeful in its courſe as 
the day, and ought, therefore, to be con- 
ſidered as equally a bleſſing: for it fur- 
iiſhes us with an opportunity of reſting 
from the labours and fatigues of the day. 

Notwithſtanding this, there are many 


Ito whom night brings terror and diſmay. 


les 


Having been accuſtomed, in their in- 
fancy, to hear idle tales of ghoſts and 
goblins, of fairies and witches, they are ſo 


M | weak 
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weak as to believe in thoſe 


been the caſe of the Boy in the Tale. 


Young people, however, ſhould be aſ. 
ſured, that no ſuch beings as theſe are in | 
nature; that ghoſts and fairies are the 
mere phantoms of a diſordered imagina- | 
tion; and that when they retire to their | 
chamber to reſt during the hours of dark- | 
neſs, or are obliged to travel by night on | 
neceſſary buſineſs, they ſhould conſider 


themſelves as 


* Safe in the hands of one All. ruling 


6 Powr,” 


who 


3 


fancied 
beings, even at a mature age: fooliſh and 
wicked indeed are thoſe who inſpire ſuch 
idle fears, by wantonly relating ſtories ; 
like theſe, and who frequently make an 
impreſſion ſtrong enough on the tender | 
minds of children to render them afraid | 
of their own ſhadows, as appears to have | 


who | 
can 
truſti 
nothi 
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who brought light ont of darkneſs, and 
can controul the powers thereof, and 
truſting 1n whom, the innocent can have 
nothing to fear. Let us dread guilt, and 
be afraid of nothing but of tranſgreſſing 


his will. 


APPLICATION. 


The moral of this Tale we have already 
pretty fully illuſtrated; it points out the 
conſequences of vain fear; which, fre- 
quently plunging people into real dangers 
or difficulties, while they ſtrive to avoid 
thoſe which are merely imaginary, creates 
an evil unlike moſt others, an evil which 
it is generally in our own power to avoid. 
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THE ENVIOUS SHEPHERD CONVINCED 
AND REFORMED. 


A SHEPHERD ſwain, the ſimpleſt of 
his kind, 
Nor by experience taught, nor books re- 
in d, | 
As 


ED 
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As on a riſing ground one morn he ſtood, 


With envious eyes a neighbouring 3 


vicw'd; 
Caſtle and palace both aroſe confeſt, 
And ſtrait the peaſant call'd the owner Jef. 
« Sure care and danger hence are far 
(e aways 
ce Where ſpiry turrets glitter on the day, 
Alike for grandeur and for ſafety made, 
ce Its wealthy lord reſts in the lofty ſhade, 
While I. alas! (no more my fate could 


“ give), 
«© Earn bread with toil, and in a cottage 
* Ae. 
Sighing he ſaid, and left the envy'd 
height, 


But frequent turn'd, and ſicken'd at the 


ſight. 

'T was on the fertile, fairs sicilian ſhore 
The caſtle ſtood, where foaming ſurges 
IOar; 


Mz but 
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But far remote, within an humble vale, 


With olives ſhelter'd from each ruder | 


gale, 

Stood the lone cottage, which its mier 
ſcorn'd, | 

Becauſe not lofty built nor much adorn'd. 


Now night approaching, riſing winds | 


were heard, 
And fiery meteors in the air appear'd : 
Old Ztna groan'd within, but yet on 


bigh | 

Shot forth no flame, tho' clouds obſcur'd 
the ſky : 

Now 1n her ſecret caves Earth ſhook and 
reel'd, 

The mountains totter'd, trembled all the 
field; 

Burſting at length all bounds, convulſions 
ſtrong 

Heave off earth's load, and ruin pour 
along; . 


But 


But mi 
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But moſt the 4 buildings feel its pow'r, 


Long ſhakes the caſtle, totters every 
. 
Till down at laſt in dread confuſion 
thrown, a 
Its owner cruſh'd, its place ſcarce longer 
known, | 


Half the vaſt deep receives with heaving 


tide, . 


I And half wide-yawning gulphs for ever 


hide. 
But in the olive vale all reſts ſecure, 
And tho' they feel the ſhock, no more en- 
dure; | 


| The ſcantling boards excel the palace 


walls, 


For ſcarce a ſtraw from the thatch'd cot- 


tage falls. 
The conſcious peaſant, ſtruck with vaſt 
ſurpriſe, 


To Heav'n, before accus'd, now turns 


his eyes, 
With 
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With grateful heart God's ſaving mercy one co 

| Owns, | Thabitar 
And in ſubmiſſive pray'r his fault atones; ] Sici] 
Reſolv'd no more undue complaints to quent 


| raile, Ipalerm 
But in content to ſpend his future days, Jas on 
Ibuildin 


Italy, though eſteemed one of the moſt bes), 
beautiful countries on earth, and doubt. be 
leſs the fineſt in Europe, has yet the in. Ws 
convenience of burning mountains (cal- TK 
led volcanos), which do great miſchief by found 
the aſhes and hot ſulphurous ſtreams thath 

iſſue from them when they burſt forth in 

flame. A ſtill more dreadful effect fre. 

quently reſults from them when the fire We 
is not caſt out; for then earthquakesy tie peop 
thoſe terrible ſcourges of Heaven, takeF1,c je th 
place, which overthrow, and ſometimes 
even ſwallow up, whole buildings and 


large tracts of land; ſweeping ah. in 


One 


tion or 
ducive 
as are 8 
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1ercyFone common deſtruQtion, the unhappy in- 
habitants with all their property. 

Sicily has experienced much and fre- 
quent damage from both theſe cauſes. 


ones; 
its to 
Palermo, a very capital city in that iſland, 

I. vas once entirely ſwallowed up. Many 
buildings have been deſtroyed, and many 

mol lives loſt ſince that time; and from 
zn thence the repreſentation in this Tale was 
dran. At ſuch an awful time the loweſt 
(<0 and moſt obſcure ſituations are always 
b OE und to be the moſt ſecure from danger. 


th in 
fre. 


APPLICATION. 


fire We have numberleſs inſtances how lit- 
Ke tle people know, and, in particular, how 
\J :ttle they think in youth of what fitua- 
I tion or what circumſtances are moſt con. 
"I ducive to their real good. Such things 


as are generally moſt deſired, and even 
coveted, 
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coveted, are too often the very things that 
would produce their greateſt harm. At 
any rate. it is as fooliſh as it is wicked to 
repine at our lot, be it what it may. We 
are certainly all placed by. Providence! 
(young and old, rich and poor) juſt in| 
that ſtation beſt ſuited for us; and though 
complete unalloyed happineſs is not to 
be looked for in any circumſtances off 
life, yet thoſe have aſſuredly reaſon to 
bope for the greateſt ſhare of it, who uſe! 
all ,their endeavours to poſſeſs that beſt! 
treaſure — a contented mind. 
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enjoy'd, 
noy'd, 

. on high, 


"IKY' ; - 
With m 
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Þ1 1K ight, 


ſhare, 
As free to him as them the fields of air, 


tefoly'd the {ky-lark's flight to emulate. 


And long 


foar' 1 


anity could fancy'd bliſs afford. 
but 


While v 


A blithſome Sparrow ſpring's Tweet hours | 
Nor. ſears nor Cares his little breaſt an. 


1 le viewed the tow'ring lark that ſoar'd | 


And Bag ſang as flutt'ring tow'rd the 
many a bird of vary'd plumage} 


That warbli ing baſk'd above in purer light. | 
Hence roſe a wiſh the envy'd lot to 


Lager he roſe, and left the groves behind, 
To future fate (O filly creature !) blind; 


in courſe ſuccefsful had he 
So peri 
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A Ha 
T he 


And, 
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But mark! far higher ſtill was ſeen to riſe 
A Hawk, the dreaded tyrant of the ſkies. 


The Sparrow mark'd him circling as he 
flew, 


And, prudent, timely on the wing with⸗ 


drew, 
Ere yet within the fatal ſphere enſue! d, 
The vittim of a foe that never ſpar'd, 


ge | Haſty he fled. Accuſtom'd to purſue, 
The hawk, ſwift following, kept his prey 


in view ; 
Till to a ſpacious ſquare he made reſort, 


Where Athens' Judges held their ſolemn 


court, 


And, by the enemy ſo cloſely preſt, 
Took ſhelter gladly in a ſage's breaſt ; 
But he, relentleſs, from his veſtment drew 
The trembling fugitive, and, barb'rous, 


{lew, 


So periſh'd he whom vanity enſnar'd ; 


Yet cruelty receiv'd its due reward: 


N Athens 


TALES FOR YOUTH. 


Athens diſmiſs'd him from his high eſtate, 
Who gave to Innocence the Guilty's fate. 


The Sparrow 1s a bird too well known 
to need deſcription here; he is very bold, 
and apt enough to follow other birds in 
theirflight. The hawk, every body knows, 
is a bird of prey, and a moſt cruel enemy 
to the reſt of the feathered tribe. T his 
terrible deſtroyer is furniſhed with a beak 
and talons extremely ſtrong, with which 
he eaſily tears in pieces whatever ſmaller 
bird falls in his way. And with ſuch 
horror and dread are many birds ſtruck 
on perceiving themſelves within a certain 
diſtance of him, that they are deprived 
of all power to ſtir, and the enemy, who 
is always above the object of his aim, 
ſuddenly deſcends and ſeizes them. 

It is thus that hawks act which are kep 


for diverſion. But in that caſe, being ſe 


cured. 
birds 
while 
Pains, 
The 
from h 
related 
whom 
diſmiſſ 
ſerving 
poor b 
tection 
right a 
innoce! 


The 
vanity, 
ation. 
to requ 
elty eve 


cured. 


ſtate, 
os 


10Wn 
bold, 
Is in 
los, 
nemy 
This 
beak 
y hich 
aller 
ſuch 
ruck 
rtain 
1ved 
who 
aim; 


TALES FOR YOUTAHt. 147 
cured, hooded, and uſed. to the ſport, the _ 
birds are taken without being deſtroyed, MW 
while the hawk is generouſly fed for his Ri 
Pains, 

The latter part of this Tale is taken 
from hiſtory. The fact is exactly as here 
related of a member of the Areopagus, MM 
whom his fellow-citizens on that account 
diſmiſſed from all his honours, juſtly ob- 
ſerving, that the man who could kill a 
poor bird that had flown to him.for pro- 
tection, could not be a proper judge of 
right and wrong, or a defender of injured 
innocence. 


APPLICATION. 


The Sparrow ran into danger from his 
vanity, and from diſcontent with his ſitu- 
ation. The moral is ſo obvious as hardly 
to require farther illuſtration. That cru- 
elty even to animals, and breach of the 

N 2 laws 
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laws of hoſpitality, deſerve puniſhment, 
the Athenians determined, who were 
Heathens.—Surely, then, it is a truth to 


which we as Chriſtians ſhould moſt ſtrictly 
attend, | 
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THE DESTRUCTION OF ENVY, 


A BLOATED Toad, with rankeſt poi- 
ſon ſwell'd, | | 
Who ev'ry pleaſing fight with hate beheld, 
Had long by various arts ſubſiſtence found, 
And ſuck'd the venom from each tainted 
ground; 
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But diſcontented with her evil plight, 

Pain in her breaſt, what object could de. 
light ? 

Not her own kind her fury could eſcape, 

Spice of herſell, deteſting ſtill the ſhape. 

Once on a time a mouſe ſhe envious 

view'd,. 

And faſt as ſhe could crawl with ſpleen 
purſu'd ; 

But all in vain her utmoſt ſtrength The 
ſpent, 

Tho' added anger its aſſiſtance lent; 

At laſt, arriving at a winding way, 

Where by ſome chance a ſhatter'd mirror 
lay, 

ler own deform'd appearance there ſhe 
ſpies, 

Andgazes, fill'd with rage as with ſurprize; 

A flood of poiſon ſhe againſt it threw, 

And thought at firſt the hated form with- 


drew ; 
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But ſhe returning, that returns again, 

Which fills with venom ev'ry riſing vein; 

Collecting more, th' attack ſhe fierce re- 
news, 

Yet {till the object of her rage ſhe views; 

Till, doubly ſwell'd, her final ſtrength ſhe 
tries, 

And in the vain attempt ſhe burſts and 
dies. 


The Toad is a venomous, and account- 
ed a very ſpiteful reptile ; though, hap- 
pily, we do not find that it is in its power {| 
to do much miſchiet, Her way of diſ- 
charging her venom is by ſpitting it with | 


force from her mouth; but from this poi- il 


ſon no harm is to be feared, unleſs it hap- | 
pen to fall into a wound, or where the || 
ſkin has been rubbed off, ſo as to admit 
its entrance to the blood. 
This animal, however, 1s 


deteſtable 


Ven 
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even to a proverb. In the hot climes of 


India, Toads grow to an enormous ſize, 


and are prodigtouſly full of venom; yet 


even there they are frequently known to 
be the food of monſtrous ſerpents ; 


whence it ſeems to follow, that the poiſon | 
of one animal is not in every way dan- | 


gerous to another: how far it may be ſo 
to itſelf is juſtly repreſented in the Tale, 
Toads have been known to burſt with 
their own venom, when they have col- 
lected it in an extraordinary manner, and 
probably from their drawing in (in fo do- 
ing) too great a quantity of air. 

That theſe creatures will ſpit their ve- 
nom againſt each other, and againſt their 
own appearance in a glaſs, is a received 


opinion that has never yet been refuted. 


The ſtory above related was drawn from 
the accounts of gentlemen, whoſe veraci- 
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ty in matters of much higher importance 


has never been called in queſtion. 


The Toad has been generally confider- 
ed as an emblem of Envy; and what 
paſſion can be more hateful ! Philoſo- 
phers, painters, and poets have all, with 
great juſtice, given a moſt horrible de- 
ſcription of this monſter, who preys, as it 


were, upon itſelf, and whoſe only gleam 


of ſavage happineſs lies in beholding the 


APPLICATION. 


I misfortunes of others, as ſhe is confound- 
Jed at their felicity. 


Let none, as they value their peace 


Jcither here or hereafter, give place in 
their boſoms to envy. Emulation of good 
or great actions is indeed commendable ; 

but let us admire and revere, not hate, 

Jthoſe whom we cannot excel or equal.— 


TG 


Fl 
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To endeavour to bring other people down | 
to our own level, when we deſpair of 
riſing to- their height, is a fooliſh and 
wicked principle; and ſuch endeavours, 
being often fruſtrated, bring on a fate 
ſimilar to that of the Toad alluded to in 
our Tale, 
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Not leſs bewilder'd, hopeleſs here he en ; 
Where void of trees appears a fearful 


maze, 


How happy now could he ſome cottagel oxy 
Till, 


find, 
A timely ſhelter from the piercing wind, 


That bleak blew round him, while expos d 


he rov'd 


Far from his home, and all the friends he 


lov'd. 


flame he ſpy'd, 
And fondly took it for a faithful guide : 


{wilt it flies, 


Sometimes eludes and ſometimes glads his 


1 eyes ; 
But yet he follows, tho' tis all in vain, 


Toll ſtill augments, and pain ſucceeds to | 


ain: 


For 


For 


Unkn 


His 1 


At dil 


E? | Offsp 
While thus he paſs'd, a glimm'ring | 

I Himſ 
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O'er the rough heath, o'er moorlands 
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For thro? the lowlands by this light he 
bends, 
Unknowing whither each d footſtep 
tends, 
Till, ſinking with fatigue and care, at 
length, 
His mind o'erpower'd, exhauſted all his 
ſtrength, 


At diſtance he beholds the flatt' ring fire, 


Offspring of damps, in marſhes faint ex- 


pire, 
Himſelf on a moraſs now enter'd far, 
To quit in ſafety is his only care, 
10 Heav'n he therefore bends in hum— 
"Die Pray x, 


Favour'd, while ſtruggling 1 in the mire, 


at laſt, 
A friendly ſwain, who ſaw him as he paſs'd, 
His pity and humanity diſplay'd, 
And lent him in diſtreſs his uſeful aid, 
O Sincere 
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Sincere compaſſion from his heart ex- 
pre ſs d, 

And to his homely dwelling led his gueſt: 

Refreſhment here he found, and wiſh'd re- 

poſe, 


And, freſh with vigour, in the morn aroſe; 


Now warn'd, relolv'd deluding fires to 


ſhun, 


Nor be by miſplac'd conſidence undone. 


People who travel by night over 
marſhes, and other low and moiſt lands, 


frequently obſerve lights, which thoſe 


who are unacquainted with them are apt 
to miſtake for perſons carrying lanthorns, | 
or ſomething of a ſimilar kind. The 
conſequence is, that thoſe unhappy peo- | 
ple long follow them in vain ; for at beſt 
they loſe their time and loſe their way; 
but ſometimes the conſequences are more | 


fatal, 


fatal. 
pours 
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fatal. Thele fires, being kindled by va- 
pours and damps, generally expire in 
marſhes or ditches, into biegt unfortu- 
rate benighted travellers have been fre- 
quently known to follow them to their ut- 
ter deſtruction, either by drowning or by 


ſuffocation. 


Fill-o*-the-J/iſp and Fack-a-Lantborn 
are the names commonly given to theſe 
falſe fires, which, in former days, were 
ſuppoſed to be the effects of witchcraft. 


mentioned. 


Beſides theſe, it will be neceſſary for 
youth to beware and ſhun all falſe fires, 
as in the courſe of life they will be ex- 


APPLICATION, 


O 2 


There is, however, no ſuch thing as 
witchcraft in nature; and theſe lights are 
cauſed by the inflammable vapours juſt 


poſed 
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poſed to many deluſions. Time, place, 
and circumſtances will be their beſt guides | 
in ſuch caſes; but there 1s little good to 
be expected from proffered guidance, 
when young folks give themſelves up to | 
the tempeſt of their paſſions. It will be | 
fortunate for thoſe who withdraw in time, | 
like the Traveller in the Tale. Reaſon | 
will afford them ſhelter and conſolation | 
when once they have taſted of true re- 
pentance, 
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*'TWAS on a day, when {treams had 


burſt their bounds, | 
And riſing floods o'erwhelm'd the level 


grounds 


O 
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A youth, while yet deſcended {wift he 


rains 


plain, 
A little eminence well pleas'd to ſee, 
And take the ſhelter of a ſpreading tree; 


ſung) 


young : 

The Boy perceiving, ere the ſtorm ſub- 
Ges, 

While ſcarce the ſtreams roll d back their 
ſwelling tides, 

Forgetful of what ſcenes had met his eyes, 
He long'd to make the harmleſs birds his 
prize. 

Quickly he mounted, but too ſoon he 
| found 

What made him fill more quickly eck 
the ground: 


Fearful and wet fled from che delug'd 


3 There (cho“ no longer now ſhe ſweetly | 


A pretty Nightingale had hatch'd her 


A Ser- 


| A Sc 
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Hisy 
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Strait ſpite and anger fir'd the reptile's 


Had baſely mark'd their neceſſary flight. A 
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A Serpent round the trunk had WR" 
twin'd, 

As hoping timely ſhelter there to find; 

But when by hands ſo unexpetted preſt, 


bre, | 

His venom'd tooth in all his rage he ply'd, 

And forc'd the poiſon thro' each vein to 
glide. 

This felt the fugitive, but hopeleſs bled, 

No help at hand he knew, for all were fled; 

Tho' none, like him, amidſt the gen'ral 
fright, 


At laſt return'd without the wiſh'd-for prey, 

He reach d his home at the decline of day, 

Nor, till an hundred agonies he found, 

Ceas'd the dire ſmart, or heal'd the burn- 
ing wound. 

Ungrateful boy, abominable deed, 

Which thus fuccelsleſs found fo ſharp a 


meed : 


But 


164 
But while the recent memory remains, 
A leſſon of experience thus he gains; 
Much happier they in virtue who delight, 
Nor need ſuch monitors to ſet them right. 
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When the rains deſcend from the halls, 


ſwelling the ſmall ſtreams and narrow ri- 


vers, they often occaſion very great da- | 


mage; inſomuch, that houſes and cattle, 


and ſometimes even their unfortunate | 


owners, are carried away in the general 


deſtruction, 


cumſtance as this takes place, people very 


naturally repair to riſing greunds or to the 


tops of trees for ſafety. Serpents alſo 
aſcend trees, particularly during ſtorms 
or tempeſts, and twine themſelves round 
the trunks, as related in our Tale; in 
which ſituation, if diſturbed, they natu- 
rally ſtrike or bite the offending perſon. 

Though the common Snake of this 


country is not much to be dreaded, yet in 
4 „„ 


When ſuch a dreadful cir 
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the Adder or Viper is contained a power- 
ful poiſon, which, either in attack or de- 
fence, it emits with great effect. The 
bite, however, of the Serpents and other 
reptiles of warmer countries is yet more 
dangerous; of many of them it is certain 
death, if the proper remedy be not in- 
ſtantly applied; and even where the ut- 
moſt care and attention is uſed, the pa- 


tient experiences inexpreſſible torture be- 


fore he obtains the expected relief. 


APPLICATION. | 


The Boy that we have made the vehi- 
cle for conveying admonition in this 
Tale, was one of thoſe reſtleſs mortals, 
who cannot be happy ſo long as they ſee 


| any thing within their reach, of which 


they have not the abſolute poſſeſſion.— 


Not content, as he ought to have been, 
with 


| 
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with having eſcaped the flood, and ſhel- 


tered himſelf from the winds and rain by 
means of a friendly tree, he intended' a 
cruel] attack on the innocent inhabitants 
of its branches ; but in his endeavour to 


do this injury, he met with a ſharp rebuke 


from a creature not quite fo defenceleſs 
as thoſe on whom he meditated miſchief. 

The moral points out the folly of ſuch 
as do not conſider well before they un- 


dertake an enterprize, or who do not (ac- 


cording to the adage) /cok before they leap; 
and ſhews the deteſtable picture of ingra- 
titude and cruelty, in return for provi- 
dential deliverance in time of peril and 
danger. 
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And oft in conteſts ſuch as theſe, in love 


(Tho' rivals ſtrong profeſt), whole cities 


ſtrove; 


Hence in the combat bold, or in the 


. 
The ſons of Greece ſhone with conſpi— 
cuous grace, 

And later Rome, with thirſt of fame in- 
ſpir'd, 

By the ſame means her ſhare of praiſe ac- 
quir'd. 

In ſuch a conteſt met, two youths were 
found, 


Both in the chariot-race by all renown'd; 


Not both alike, howe'er, in temper 
known, 


For one ſeem'd form'd on ſteady rules 


alone; 
The other, all- impetuous in his might, 
Alike ruſh'd eager to the race or fight. 


The 


Th 


Part 
Whic 


ac- 


TALES FOR YOUTH. 169 


The courſe preſcrib'd them was a an os 


ſcene, 
Part a rough hill, and part a level green, 
Which with attention either champion 


eyes, 
Since they muſt paſs them both; or loſe 
the prize. 
The judges fat; each had his rules aſ- 
ſign'd, 


For other racers all the ſtrife declin'd, 
ALCESTES whirls his laſh, the horſes fly, 


- | The goal he quickly views (in fancy) 


nigh. 
PRaTUs purſues with ſwift and equal 
courle, 


And ſkill, that eaſy match'd ſuperior 


force ; 


Nou at the hill arriv'd, a paſs they ſpy, 
Where one alone could drive in ſafety 


by; 
P On 
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Ou either ſide, a way as ſteep was ſeen 

As the hill's height above the level green; 

Now flow, but ſure, the prudent as 
TUS rides, 


And with Jult care his faithful ſteeds he 


guides; 


But tho' his rival ſees him lead the way, 


He hopes to ſnatch the glories of the day; 


Swift he drives on, the narrow way to gain, 


While PRATUus ſtill entreats and warns in 


vain, 
With gen'rous offers, as he comes in view, 
On equal terms the conteſt to renew: 
ALcisrTES, nearing, anſwers but in ſcorn, 


And headſtrong onward to the path is 


borne ; 
Backward his rival drew, but all too late, 
For one muſt meet th' inevitable fate ; 
And as beyond diſcretion he was gone, 
His was the lot who urg'd the miſchief on. 


Down. 


Doy 


Cha 
Batt 


And 
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But 
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Down the rough crag, while no relief was 
nigh, 

Chariot and Charioteer fell from on high; 

Batter'd and cruſh'd AlcEs Es lies be- 
neath, 

And groaning ſad reſigns his 
breath; 

While PRT us views the ſcene with 
pitying eyes, 

But (as he merited) bore off the prize. 


/ 
forſeit 


The Olympic Grain were firſt eſta- I 


bliſhed in Greece; and of ſuch import- 
ance were they conſidered by that peo- 
ple, that the time when they were cele- 
brated marked the æra from which they 
reckoned their years, as we do ours from 
the birth of our Bleſſed Saviour. Thele 
Games were alſo imitated by the Romans, 


who had races and other heroic conteſts, 
2 | as 
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On either ſide, a way as ſteep was ſeen 

As the hill's height above the level green; 

Now flow, but ſure, the prudent han 
us rides, 

And with juſt care his faithful ſteeds he 
guides; 

But tho' his rival ſees him lead the way, 

He hopes to ſnatch the glories of the day; 

Swift he drives on, the narrow way to gain, 

While PRATUs ſtill entreats and warns in 
vain, 

With gen'rous offers, as he comes in view, 

On equal terms the contelt to renew : 


ALCczsTEsS, nearing, anſwers but in ſcorn, 


And headitrong onward to the path 1s 
borne ; 

Backward his rival drew, but all too late, 

For one muſt meet th' inevitable fate; 

And as beyond diſcretion he was gone, 


Elis was the lot who urg'd the miſchief on. 
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Down the rough crag, while no relief was 


nigh, 
Chariot and Charioteer fell from on high; 
Batter'd and cruſh'd Arcs Es lies be- 
neath, 


And groaning ſad reſigns his forſeit 


breath; 
While PrxaTus views the ſcene with 
pitying eyes, 
But (as he merited) bore off the prize. 


The Olympic Games were firſt eſta- 


{ bliſhed in Greece; and of ſuch import- 


ance were they conſidered by that peo- 
ple, that the time when they were cele- 
brated marked the æra from which they 
reckoned their years, as we do ours from 
the birth of our Bleſſed Saviour. T hele 
Games were allo imitated by the Romans, 
who had races and other heroic conteſts, 

2 | as 
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as a part of the ceremony at the funerals 
of conſiderable perſons. In theſe the 
| ſkill and prudence of the youths were 
tried ; nor were thoſe who had formerly 
acquired renown backward in the conteſt 
with the younger candidates, 


APPLICATION. 


To moralize on this Tale, let us ob- 
ſerve, that it is intended as a leſſon of 
prudence and moderation. Where the 
Paſſions are the ſteeds, it is eſſentially ne- 
ceſſary that Reaſon ſhould be the cha- 
rioteer, to keep upon them a curbing 
rein; there will otherwiſe be neither 


happineſs nor ſafety. And as in the com- 


mon purſuits of life it is found that too 
much eagerneſs defeats its own purpoſe, 
ſo in matters of more ſerious importance, 

fraſhneſs, 
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raſhneſs, and the criminal attempts of 
thoſe who ſeek to promote their own fame 
or intereſts, by endangering the ſafety or 
prejudicing the reputation of others, are 
always deteſtable, and moſt commonly 
terminates in their own well deſerved 
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Round her the ſilver ſwans made ſtately 
way, 

And glitt'ring fiſhes ſwam in wanton play; 

While vary'd clouds, in pleaſing forms 
that riſe, 

Glow'd with the beams which deck the 
azure ſkies : 

Then joy'd the mariners, nor fear'd to 
find 

A happy paſſage to the port aſſign'd. 

Thus paſs'd ſhe on, till launching on 

the main, 

The ſkies grew black, the heav'ns pour'd 
down the rain; 


The pow'rs that now diſturb'd the angry 


deep 


Had op'd their gates, where dreadful 


tempeſts ſleep. 

Too careleſs, while the crew their ſenſes 
__ drown'd 

In flowing cups of wine, or reſt profound. 

Now, 


gr 
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Nov, rous'd at once, far other ſcenes. 


they view'd 


Than thoſe which charm'd e on the 


peaceful flood; 
For o'er their heads the mutt'ring thun- 
ders roll, 


And glowing lightnings flaſh from pole to | 


pole. 
New toils ſucceed, and be and fears 
ariſe, 
Whence peace recedes and wanton plea- 
ſure flies; 
Ihe ſilken ſails are rent, and ſhiver'd all 
At once the maſts and purple ſtreamers 
fall; 
The riſing billows o'er the veſſel ſweep, 
Rocks threaten ſoon to whelm her in the 
deep; 


Now valu'd gold, as drols, away they caſt, | 
And, lighten'd, hop'd to reach the port at | 


laſt, 


O'er F 


But ſad, diſtreſs'd, in piteous ſtate they | 
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O' er ocean now, ſlow moving, fraughty 

with woe, [ 

No more in gaudy trim, with POmpouny 
ſhow, 


GIA. 


| 


go. 
At length a ſhelt'ring port with toll 


they gain, 
Happy to 'ſcape the dangers of the main, 
No more deſirous to diſplay their pride, 


They thank their God for lite, and truſt 


in none beſide. 


Than the winds, it is well known, no- 
thing is more deceitful; nothing more 
flattering in calm ſeaſons, nor more dread- 
ful in a ſtorm, than the ocean. When 
the billows riſe, the thunders roar, the 
lightnings flaſh, and the fighting winds 
are ſo tempeſtuous as to render fails vain, 


and to carry away the lofty maſts; when 
the 
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the ſea breaks over the ſhip, which lies 
entirely at the mercy of the waves, and 


frequently proves unfaithful by ſpringing. 


a leak below—then “men's hearts begin to 
& fail them for very trouble; then all plea- 


ſure vaniſhes, and even the moſt precious 
commodities are frequently thrown over- 


board, to lighten, and thus, if poſſible, to 
preſerve the diſtreſſed veſſel. 


APPLICATION. 


Too often do we ſet out in early youth 
with full expeCtation of poſſeſſing all we 
can wiſh for; and finding, perhaps, at firſt, 
that we baſk in the calm ſunſhine of feli- 
City, prepare to glide ſmoothly down the 


tide of pleaſure, tlattering ourſelves that 


the hour of evil ſhall never overtake us. 
Alas, how often 1s the ſcene changed !— 


How 


PERF 
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How common is it for perſons thus un- 
prepared to experience afterwards all the 
tempeſts of life, and to be wrecked on 
the rocks and quickſands which lie be- 
neath the ſtream of Pleaſure, 

Happier, much happier are thoſe who, 
aware of ſuch chances and changes, take 


Reaſon for their pilot, and addreſs their 


prayers to Providence for direttion in 
their courſe, By ſuch a conduct only can 
we reaſonably hope to reach the haven 
of everlaſting happineſs. 
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the ſea breaks over the ſhip, which lies 
entirely at the mercy of the waves, and 


frequently proves unfaithful by ſpringing. 


a leak below—then * men's hearts begin to 
«< fail them for very trouble; then all plea- 


ſure vaniſhes, and even the moſt precious 


commodities are frequently thrown over- 
board, to lighten, and thus, if poſſible, to 
preferve the diſtreſſed veſſel. 


APPLICATION. 


Too often do we ſet out in early youth 
with full expeQation of poſſeſſing all we 


can wiſh for; and finding, perhaps, at firſt, 
that we baſk'in the calm ſunſhine of feli- | 


City, Prepare to glide ſmoothly down the 
tide of pleaſure, tlattering ourſelves that 
the hour of evil ſhall never overtake us. 
Alas, how often 1s the ſcene changed !— 
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How common is it for perſons thus un- 
prepared to experience afterwards all the 
tempeſts of life, and to be wrecked on 


the rocks and quickſands which lie be- 


neath the ſtream of Pleaſure, 

Happier, much happier are thoſe who, 
aware of ſuch chances and changes, take 
Reaſon for their pilot, and addreſs their 
prayers to Providence for direction in 
their courſe. By ſuch a conduct only can 
we reaſonably hope to reach the haven 
of everlaſting happineſs. 
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